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HISTORY THjt FIRST. 

The Grandeur and Magnificence of the City ff 
Babylon^ and the King's forgotten Dream in* 
terprcted by the Prophet Daniel. 

Daniel^ ch. i. ii. 

"T TT THEN Judah's fbns, in captive chains. 
Were taken from their native plains ; 
And by the cruel king's command 
Xieft all their cities and their land ; 
To Babylon the nation goes, 
Whofe walls and towers fublimcly rofe. 
This city early role to fame, 
And from great Babel took its name, 
By Nirarod built. But had of lat« 
Gain*d great increafc in ftrength and (late. 
'Twas a vafl fquare of wide extent, 
Prodigious walls around it went ; 

B a Thair 



4 HISTORY of the BIBLE, 

Their (lately height o'erlook'd the plain, 

And armies no accefs could gain. 

Strong warlike towers in order ftand, 

And the adjacent coafi: command : 

Full fixty miles the walls were found 

In vafk circumference, moated round. 

And rifmg fixty fathoms high,- 

They cloud the horizontal (ky. 

Full ninety feet their thicknefs was ; 

And through ah hundred gates of brafs. 

The prancing ftced, and thundering car. 

With mighty arrhies, rufh'd to war. 

Within vaft palaces, and towers, 

And temples ; all the mighty powers 

Of fovereign greatnefs brightly fhohe : 

While two great empires,* joined in one. 

Gave ftrength and glory to the throne. 

Through 

♦ About the eighteenth year of the reign of ManafTeh^ 
Efarhaddon, fon of Sennacherib king of Adyria, taking 
advantags of the confuTioo confcquent on an mtcrregnum at 

Babylon, 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. jf 
Through the high walls, with rapid ftream. 
The great Euphrates roaring came ; 
Between the towers ho rolls his tides. 
And the vad town his dream divides : 
AVhile by his wars the monarch tries 
The wonderous place to populize ; 
And here, in captive chains, he brings 
The conquered nations, and their kings. 

Before their city was deftroy'd. 
Full eighteen years, the monarch's pride 
The flower of Judah*s fons conftrain*d ' 
3y force to leave their native land ; 
And numerous youth of royal line 
In the unpleafing journey join. 
To Babylon they all were brought, 
The learning of the Chaldeans taught, 
And trained in fervile pomp to wait 
Upon the monarch's regal date. 

Confpicuous 

Babylon, fcizcd the goyernrntnt, and tmitcd the BabylonifH 
and AfTyrian empires. 
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Confpicuous in the princely band 
Daniel and his companions ftand : 
Thcfc royal captives ftill abode 
True to the worfhip of their God ; 
In the king's feafts they would not join, 
And fcom'd to touch the ruddy wine. 
But they their learning fwift attained, 
And the vaft height of fcience gain'd : 
Healthful and vigorous, frefti and fair, 
They flood in beauty paft compare* 

Nebuchadnezzar fiU'd the throne, 
And with increafing greatnefs Ihone : 
The city ftill he beautified, 
And ftood exalted in his pride. 

When night's deep fhade had chas*d the day, 
As on his bed the monarch lay, 
A wonderous dream employed his thought, 
And great furprize and terror brought. 
He woke : it vanifh'd into wind : 
Kot the leaft trace was left behind. 

Th« 
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The troubled monarch gives command 
To all the wife men of the land, 
To tell the vifion to the throne, 
And make the interpretation known» 
The augur deep and learned bard. 
Alike confefs the tafk too hard : 
All fcience ufelels they proclaim, 
£xcept the monarch tell his dream. 
The king, impatient of delay, 
To pride, and rifing rage gave way ; 
And in a ftem determin'd flrain 
Commands the wife men to be (lain. 
But Daniel ftrives to interpofe ; 
And to the God of Ifrael goes. 
The God foon makes the fecret known : 
Daniel reveals it at the throne. 
And frefh before the wondering king. 
His words the fleeting vifion bring. 

A ftatue flood before his fight, 
Dreadful in form, and polifh'd bright, 



Of 
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Of various metals form'd, A ftonc 

Was fuddcnly againft it thrown ; 

Shattered to pieces foon it flew. 

The ftonc to vaft dimenfions grew, 

And fiird the earth. Thus God makes known 

His vaft deiigns from heaven's high throne. 

And fets before the monarch's eyes 

How mighty empires fall and rife; 

Till heaveil's high king fliall feize the fway, 

And make the wondering world obey ; 

Eternal ages wear the crown. 

And put all other empires down. 

The vifion thus the youth explained. 
And higheft reputation gain'd. 
The wondering king, with vaft furprizCf 
Before his captive proftrate lies. 
Of more than mortal birth regards, 
Gives him high honours and rewards. 
And raifes him to high command 
Above the wife sien of the Jand. 

Then 
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Then to the king the youth commends 
His three companions and his friends ; 
And the young men that Daniel praib'd, 
Were to high feats of honoisr rals'd. 



HISTORY THE SECOND. 

Shadrach^ Mejka,ch and Abcdnego^ Daniel's Coftn- 
panions, having rtfufed to worjhlp Ncbuckad* 
nczzar's Golden Imagi, art caji into a Furnace 
of Firf^ but miraculoujly prtftrved* 

Daniel, ch^ iii^ 

'^rOW by fmooth Cebar's rolling ftrcam^ 

The word of God exprcfsly came 
To a young man of Aaron*s race, ^ 

Ezekiel nam'd. Full in his face 
OoD^s glory flionc, and fiU'd with awe 
He various myftic vifions faw ; 

Vou IV. C A.vA 
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And his prophetic ftrains relate 
Jerufalem's approaching fate : 
This .from his mouth the nation learns^ 
Seven years before the city burns. 
■ Jcrufalem in ruins laid, 

And allthc nation captive made; 

The mighty monarch rofc in pride, 

In power and grandeur, and apply 'd 

His towering thoughts in vaft defigns ; 

And bright his feat of empire fhincs.. 
The haughty tyrant then proceeds 

To the mod impious, cruel deeds. 

He a prodigious ftatue * rais'd, 

And bright in burniHi'd gold it blaz'd; 

Tall as an obelifk appcar'd ; 

And foon an herald's voice was heard, 
Bearing the monarch's flem command 
To every comer of the land, 

Injoii 

* This golden ima^'jc was made about a year afte 
ifeftruflion of Je-ruXaJcm. 
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Injoining all both bond and free, 
Whatc'cr his land, or language be. 
To Dura's plain to take their way, 
And there attend the folcmn day 
Of dedication^ With this aim 
The princes and the nobles came, 
And all who wore the monarch's chain ; ^ 
In hade the place appointed gain, > 

And nations fill the crowded plain. J 

High in the air the image (binds, 
In profpe^ to the adjacent lands ; 
Amongft the clouds its head difplays, 
And cads around a beamy blaze ; 
The wonder of the world remains, 
And like a tower overlooks the plains. 
The heralds then aloud proclaim 
In Babel's mighty -monarch's name, 
To all the nations that appear 
An bis command aflembled there, 

Ca Tbat 
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That when they hear the inulic found, 
They all fall proiiratc to the ground, 
And worfhip his ColoflUs, They 
Who this command (hall difobcy. 
And dare to rouie a monarch's 'u^ 
Shall pcrifh by devouring fire. 
To plcafc the king, the nations all 
Before the ponderous image fall, 
And while the abjcft tribes adore, 
The mufic founds, and trumpets roar, 

But three bold' youths of Judah*s lino 
Againfl the king's commandment join $ 
DaniePs compatnions they appear, 
But the young prophet was not there. 
No idol gods: the^ can allows 
Nor will they ta the image bow. 

The envioas princes at the throne, 
Make the young mens refufal known: 
The fro\vniTig king in wTalh commands,, 
^d each bold youth before him flands. 

And 
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And is it true, the monarch -cry'd,' 
Swelling at once with rage and pride, 
That defpicable captive Jews 
Our fovereign command rcfufc ! 
Dare you againfl my will appear ! 
And fcorn the god that I revere ! ^ 
Correft your pride ! your folly learn^ 
And to yoijlr duty quick return. 
If at the folemn mufic's call, 
You proftrate on )«our faces fall ; 
And worQiip- in the open fpace, 
Belus great founder of our race ; 
I am your friend. But mark 'me well ! 
If you againft my law rebel ; 
If you to fland U out intend. 
And flill remain too ftilF to bend; 
The vengeance of a king will fall, 
And burn like fire againft you all : 
•The fiery furnac-e' raging. fk^^^, 
Perhaps may teach you to be tame : 



Sv 
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The fierce devouring fires ^row tame^ 

And harmlefs rolls the ruddy flame : 

The youths ufthurt, amidft the blaze 

Exulting fing Jjswovah's pniire* 
The haughty monarch in his pride 

<Domcs to the flaming furnace fide, 

To fee the raging fires fulfil 

The cruel diftates of his will : 
But !lands afl.onifh*d, when he fees 
The pious youths enjoy the breeze ; 
And fafe amidft the flames remain, 
Which hiad his mighty warriors flain^ 
And what demands his \vondcr more, 
Infl?ead of three he counted four ! 
\Vith*looks aghaft, and wild furprjzc. 
He thus to all his nobles cries : 
Hear, all ye princes! did not we, 
Conformable to my decree, 
Call three young men into the flame, 
Which from the land of Ifracl came ! 

1 Fa 
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Faft were they bound ; but look ye there, 
Four beauteous youths unhurt appear ; 
Walk ynconcern'd amidft tlic blaze, 
And fing the God of Ifracrs praife ! 
The fourth is glorious in my eycsj 
As fome bright native or the n;.ics« 
Then, while the burning furnace blai'd^ 
His lofty voice the monarch rais'd : 
Shadrach and Mclhach, hear my voice I 
And AbednCgo ] ye whofe choice 
llath been your fathers God to ferve, 
And higheft honours thence deferve; 
For juftly you revere his name. 
Who can deliver from the flame ; 
Come forth? our royal favour, gain, 
And (land the wonder of our reign. 
The noble youths the call obey, 
And from the furnace take their way ; 
Elate and vigorous they fpring, 
And ftand before the wondering king. 

Vol. IV, D They 



i8 HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
They frefli and fair unhurt remain, 
Nor had they known the fenfe of pain ; 
Unfing'd their bodies and attire, 
Nor did they bear the fmcll of fire. 
The aftonifh'd princes round them crowd, 
And wondering nations praife aloud 
The God who fuch deliverance gave, 
Who from devouring fire can fave. 

Then fpake the king : Ye nations, hear 
My fix'd decree, and all revere I 
Blefs'd be the God whofe mighty power ' 
Appear'd in the diftrefsful hour, 
And fav*d from the devouring flame 
The men that trufted in his name. 
And let the God that thus appear'd, 
By every nation be rever'd ! 
The wretch that henceforth dare defpifc 
The God of Ifrael, furely dies, 
Amongft our gods not one, or all 
On whom in our diflrcfs we call. 

Or 
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• feign to rule the land or wave, 
able in this way to fave. 



HISTORY THE THIRD. 

Nebuchadnezzar humbUd^ 
Daniel^ ch, iv, 

P O every land beneath the fkies 

Thus Babylon's great monarch cries : 
It all that dwell beneath the fun 
sgard the wonders God hath done, 
le God of all, who from his throng 
'ill make his truth and juftice known : 
aft are the wonders of his hands ; 
irough every age his kingdom ftands. 
Having concluded mighty wars, 
id fettled empire's grtat affairs ; 
iorn'd my city, and my throne, 
►vith furpafling glory flionc : 

D? And 
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And fetting now my heart at eafe, 

I in my palace fpent my days. 

But in the watches of the night 

A vifion flood before my fight, 

Which gave me pain. At my command 

The learned men before me ftand, 

In deep prophetic arts approved ; 

Biit none my dread fufpence remov'd. 

At length befoi^e me Daniel came, 

Whom now we Beltefhazzar name ; 

And thus to him I told my dream, 

A tall ftrait tree appeared in view. 

At which I wonder'd as it grew ; 

Stately and ftrong its branches rife, 

Which fpreading covcr'd all the fkies : 

Green were the leaves, the fxuit was good^ 

And food for all the earth it flood : 

The birds its boughs their dwelling made, 

And cattle Ipdg'd beneath the fhade. 
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But foon, dcfcending on a cloud, 

An angel came, and cry'd aloud : 

Let the (harp ax the tree furround, 

And bring it headlong to the ground : 

The branches lop ; tear off the leaves ; 

Scatter the fruit ; no more it gives 

The fowls a fhelter : let them fly, 

And beads no more beneath it lie. 
But let theftump fcven years remain 
Amongft the grafs and tender grain 
With iron bound, and then again 
'Twill bud and fprout. This is the dream 
"Which as I flept before me came ; 
I woke : it vanilh*d from my fight, 
immediate mixing with the night. 
Now Belteihazzar, fince high heaven 
ri^hc knowledge of thefe things hath given 
To thee, relieve the anxious throne, 
An4 make the hidden meaning known. 

Fo; 
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For all the wife men of our land 
To the great tafk unequal ftand. 
Thee the high Gods the gift allow ; 
Their fervent, and their favourite thou ! 

Surpriz'd and griev'd the youth appear'd 
When thus the wonderous dream he heard : 
To fpeak he feem*d without the power, 
And flood aftoniih'd for an hour. 
Let not the dream, young man, I faid, 
Give thee furprize,, or fill with dread : 
But let me know. Tl>e youth replies, 
While the big tear ftands in his eyes, 
The dream, O king, be to thy foes. 
And let the meaning fall on thofp 
That hate thy reign. The tree whofe height 
In vifion thus employed thy fight, 
That fpread fo wide, and feem'd fo fair, 
To which the birds and beafts repair, 
Is thou thyfelf. The God of heaven 
To thee hath lofty empire given : 

The<^ 
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Thee various diftant realms obey, 
And o'er the earth extends thy fway. 
But as thou heard'fl the angel call, 
Hew down the tree, and let it fall, 
Cut off the branches, ftrip the leaves, 
And fcatter v/ide the fruit it gives : 
But let the ftump in earth remain, 
Amongft the grafs and tender grain ; 
Beaten with rain, and wet with dew, 
Till Sol feven times the fpring renew : 
Hence learn, 'tis the decree of heaven 
That thou (halt from thy throne be driven. 
With the brute beafts to fpend thy days, 
And like an ox amongft them graze. 
But as thou faw'ft the ftump remain, 
Thou Ihalt affume thy throne again > 
Again With regal glory fhine ; 
And mighty empire fliall be thine. 
Then (halt thou know, that in the eye 
Of Heaven's Supreme all kingdoms lie, 

I Th3Lt 
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That he beftows each mortal crown, 
Lifts up vain man, or cafls him down* 
Hence, mighty king, let wifdom's ray^ 
Direft the remnant oiF thy day : ^ 

And while the dreadful ftroke delay Sj 
Repent of all thy evil ways. 
So fpake the youth* Surpriz'd I heard j 
And fome fmall time the judgnient fcar'd I 
But daezljng pomp and boundlefs power . 
Sweird my vain heart ; and every hour 
The fcrvik crowd my praifes fpread. 
And neither ^arth nor heaven 1 dread. 

The year's full circle round was brought| 
And of my dream no more I thought* 
But as froixl my vaft palace height 
My eyes were feaftcd with the figli!^ 
Of my flrong walls and ftately towers, 
My ftatucs, temples, and the powers 
Of fovcrcign greatnefs : While the fun 
Around me in full glory (hone^ 

Ife 
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1 felt my heart with rapture fwcll, 

And from my lips thefc accent's fell : 

Where is the monarch fills a throne 

Which fhines like that oF Babylon ! 

What mighty walls ! what flrength, what hei^ht^ 

What wonders burft upon my fight ! 

What grandeur every part difplays ! 

How in the fun the turrets blaze ! 

Sec how the marble columns fhine I 

What majefty and glory mine ! 

Behold my feat of empire rife 

Imperial! awful in all eyes ! 

1 built the wonders which I fee ; • 

What king, or god can equal n>e ! 

Thefe haughty words I fcarce had fpoke, 

When o'er my head the thunder broke ; 

And from the (ky this language came. 

Which like a tempefl (hook my frame : 

Yes, haughty wretch ! thou foon (halt know 

That there's a God can lay thee low : 

Vol. IV. E Oa 
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On thee he'll make his anger known ; 
Driven from thy palace and thy throne, 
Thou with the beafts fhalt take thy lot ; 
Thy wifdom, and thy works forgot. 

No fooner thefe dire founds had ceas'd, 
Than I conceat myfelf a beaft ; 
Inftant I thought I went on four, 
Huge horns and fhaggy ears I wore ; 
And, like the father of the herd, 
Grafs to all dainties now prefer'd : 
An hideous bull-like roar I rais'd, 
Which fliook the palace walls. Amaz'd 
My fcrvants came, and wildly ftar'd : 
To come within my reach they fear'd. 
With gathering force I roar'd more loud, 
And ran amongft the wondering crowd. 
With ftrange amaze my fubjefts view'd, 
And to the fields my fteps purfu'd. 
The frighted cattle on me gaze, 
And for a while forget to graze. 

1 I ro 
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I roar more loud: and fwift they ran 
From fuch a monfter of a man* 

Seven years I in the fields remain'd, 
And fenfe of what I was retained ; 
But lofl to each afpiring thought, 
Amongfl the beads my food I fought : 
Beaten with rain, and wet with dew, 
My hair like eagles feathers grew : 
My nails like claws of fowls. At lad 
Up to the heavens my eyes I caft« 
Then upright walk ; my errors learn, 
And my loft faculties return : 
I reafon'd clear, and now I prais'd 
The God whofe fplendors round me blaz'dj 
Who over wide creation reigns ; 
Through every age his throne remains. 

Then foon my former throne I gain'd, ♦ 

My nobles own'd me, and I reign'd 

E 2 My 

♦ The reftoration of Nebuchadnezzar, after his fcvcn 
y&ars di(lni£^ion, was one year before his deaths 
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My wide-extended kingdom o'er, 

And flood majeftic as before. 

Then all ye powers that own my fway, 

The righteous God of heaven obey ; 

Whofe hand thefe wonderous works difplays. 

Holy and jufl are all his ways ! 

And he knows how, in duft to hidej 

Or humble the bold fons of pride, 

HISTORY THE FOURTH. 

Bcljhazzar*s impious ftafi: and. Babylon taken 
by Cyrus. 

Daniel^ ch, v» 

TVTEAR feventy circling years were fled, 
Since Judah*s fons were captive led. 
And Zion's towers in duft remained, 
While five * great kings fucceffive reign*d. 

The 

* The kings that reigned at Babylon during the captivity 
of Judah; were, i Nebuehadaezzar ; a. £viliaerodacb| 
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The grandfon of the king that laid 

Jerufalem in ruins, fway'd 

The fccptre of great Babylon, 

Till Cyrus puU'd him from his throne. 

This prince, who high renown demands, 

Both to the crown related ftands 

Of Media and of Perfia. He 

Was chofe by Ifrael's Goo's decree, 

His drooping captives to rcllore, 

And Zion's towers to raife once more. 

To all the toils of battle bred. 

His hardy youth in camps he led ; 

Hereby he rofe to match lefs fame. 

And wars firft honours were his claim. 

Vaft realms he in fubjeftion lays, 

While Afia's plains around him blaze : 

Great cities fack'd, and battles won ; 

He now befieges Babylon. 

Their 
3. Ncrigliffar; 4. Laborofcarchod ; and 5. Belfhazzar, 
Nebuchadnezzar reigned 37 years after the captivity, and 
fidHuzzar 17 ; the reft of the leigns were very (hort. 
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Their armies in the open field 

His warlike force had made to yield ; 

And now, pent up within their walls, 

He on the royal city falls. 

Two years his lines the towers furround, 

And yet he gains but little ground. 

Such mighty walls the town inclofe, 

The idle monarch mocks his foes. 

Though conquering hofts the towers affail, 

Yet luxury and vice prevail : 

The king at eafc fecurely fate, 

Nor dreamt of his approaching fate. 

Now, while the heralds round proclain\ 
A feaft in their great idol's name, 
The city joins in the excefs 
Of revelling and drunkennefs ; 
In feftivc mirth the nobles join ; 
The royal palace fwims with wine ; 
And they till night the feaft prolong 
(}.In roaring mirth and drunken fong. 

ThQ 
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Theloofe, alluring, lofty fair 
Amongfl the crowd the banquet (hare ; 
Join every fong with warbling lays, 
And every idol god they praife. • 

The reeling king, amidft the roar. 
His idols to exalt the more, 
Commands, and foon a party brings 
Cod's ravag'd temple's holy things : 
And, {landing on deftru£iion's brink| 
They in the golden veffels drink, 
Which from God's altar had been brought, 
And great Je h o v a h fet at nought. 

But, 'midft the riot and the noife, 
A ilrange appearance check'd their joys : 
Againfl the plaifler of the wall 
An hand and pen furpriz'd them all : 
Strange myftic charaftcrs it drew. 
■The king, aftoniQi'd at the view. 
In vaft amazement wildly (lar'd. 
And fcarce to look upon it dar'd : 
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To deep difmay his foul refign'd ; 
Strong terror Ihook his labouring mind^ 
And, pale with terror and affright, 
His trembling knees together fmite. 
Then with loud voice the monarch cries ; 
Bring hither every man that's wife ; 
And let our learned men proceed 
Thefewonderous chara6ters to read* 
Great things fhall inftantly be done 
For him who fhall relieve the throne. 
Immediately the learned band 
Strive to perform the king's command 
With all their fkill ; but flrive in vain 
Themyflic writing to explain. 

Then, to relieve the monarch's ckre^^ 
His royal mother foon appears ; 
Let the king ever live, fhe cry*d, 
Nor in his wifhes fland deny'd ; 
For know, thy city walls contain 
A wonderous man, who can explain 



All 
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All hidden depths. To him is given 
The Spirit oF the Go » of heaven^ 
Him, (kiird in all the depths of thought, 
From Judah's land thy grandfire brought : 
His wifdom try'd, the monarch prais'd, 
And over the magicians rais'd. 
Let Daniel then be call'd with fpecd ; 
The wonderous writing he will read. 
The monarch then in hafle commands : 
Before his throne the prophet (lands. 
Art thou the man, the king enquired, 
That, by the holy Gods infpir'd, 
Didft my great father's dreams explain; 
And waft the wonder of his reign ? 
A great occafion calls thee here: 
Wc have beheld with fhivering fear. 
Yon fibres drawn by power, divine ; 
And dreadful in our fight they lhine« 
But our wife men all ftrive in vain, 
Nor can the chara&ers explain. 

Vol. IV. F If 
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If thou the wonderous lines canft ready 
And let me know what is decreed ; 
Thou (halt a fcarlet garment wear, 
A chain of gold fliall be thy ftiarc, 
And in the kingdom thou fhalt ftand 
Exalted to the third command : 
Let other men, the prophet cry'd, 
The favours of the crown divide. 
The writing on the wall I fee, 
This to explain belongs to me. 
But firft, great monarch, call to mind 
How bright thy royal grandfire fhin'^d t 
Imperial, awful, lifted high 
In dazzling heights of majefty ! 
But, with the infolence of pride, 
» The God that rais'd him he defy'd : 
The offended power to vengeance rofe ; 
Him from the height of empire throws, 
Amongft the beafts to take abode, 
Till he at length rever'd the God» 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 35 
This great event to thee was known ; 
Yet thou in pride haft held thy throne : 
Thy feaft with impious deeds is ftain'd, 
And hi thy cups thou haft prophan'd 
This night, with infolence and fcorn, 
The veffels from his temple torn, 
for this the God yon writing fends, 
To let thee know ihy empire ends ; 
The God that all thy deeds furveys, 
Hath numbered and filled up thy days : 
Thy kingdom's weigh'd in equal fcales, 
And o'er thy war the foe prevails : 
The Medes and Perlians fcizc the throne ; 
Thy empire falls, O Babylon ! 

The king commands to give the bard 
The honours which he had declared : 
But, fwift to urge the monarch's fate, 
Soon thunder'd at the palace gate 
The warlike foe. The guards they flay, 
Then through 'the palace take their way ; 

F 2 riwc^ 
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Fierce as a flame the army drives ; 
The king and nobles lofe their lives; 
And mingled carnage fpreads the ground, 
Where late loud mirth the banquet crown'd. 

The Perfian prince, with watchful care, 
Had through Euphrates drove the war ; 
And at the lilent midnight hour 
Into the town his armies pour. 
When night had wrapt the land in fhadc, 
Vafl breaches in the banks they made : 
Acrofs the lands the waters fly, 
And leave the channel almoft dry : 
The eager armies ford the flream. 
And to the gates at midnight came : 
The brazen gates oppofe them not. 
The drunken citizens forgot 
To make them faft : and in the fhadc 
The foe an eafy conqueft made. 
The Perfian chief, renown'd for might. 
Now conqucr'd in his uncle*s right : 

Cyrus 
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Cyrus the noble conqucft gains. 
And on the throne Darius reigns. 



HISTOkY THE FIFTH. 

Thi Prophet Daniel miraculoufiy preftrved in tht 
Den of Lions* 

Daniel, ch. vi. 

T T THEN old Darius feiz'd the throne 

And empire of great Babylon^ 
Amongft the nobles Daniel fate, 
Long us'd to the affairs of ftate. 
The mighty kingdom vaft and wide, 
Six fcore large provinces divide. 
To each a prince the king affign'd, 
The bufmefs of the crown to mind. 
Thefe princes, fpread o'er all the land, 
Three noble prefidents command ; 

Examine 
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Examine the accompts they give, 

And the vaft revenue receive. 

Of thefe good Daniel was the firft, 

And proving diligent and juft, 

The king well-pleas'd his care furveys, 

And him intended ftill to raife. 

But difcontent and gloomy hate 
Seiz'd all the officers of {late : 
They view the chief with fcornful eyes, 
With growing rancour fee him rife ; 
Seek to accuDc him to the crown. 
And ftand refolv'd to pull him down. 

Long had they drove, with watchful mind. 
Some error or miftakc to find 
In his accompts. But all was clear. 
Nor could they e'er difgrace him there. 
Inrag'd they cry'd, we ftrive in vain ! 
Nor can we an advantage gain, 
To crufh this over-bearing Jew, 
While we his moral conduft view ! 

But 
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^ut all who have obferv'd his ways, 
Muft know how fervently he prays; 
Nor can we think on any fcorc 
"C will confent to pray no more. 
Here let us then our plot prepare, 
And we fliall take him in the fnarc. 

Then to the king, with fraudful aim. 
All the affembled princes came : 
Dread fovereign ! whofe extended fway 
The kingdoms of the world obey ; 
Whofe empire knows no bounds, they cry > 
No equal thou beneath the (ky ! 
Thy princes and thy nobles all 
With reverent awe before thee fall, 
And their great conqueror adore : 
There are no worlds to conquer more ! 
Then liflen to thy fervants prayer. 
Who make thy dignity their care : 
Pafs from thy throne the high decree, 
(For Where's the god can equal thee !) 

That 
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That who to any other prays 
For the full fpace of thirty days, 
Shall his impiety deplore 
In the deep den where rtens roar : 
Their greedy jaws his flefh (hall fill; 

' There let him pray to whom he will I 
Let the decree with fpeed be wrote ; 
When fign'd by thee it alters not! — 
The incautious king not long delays ; 
But tickled with their fulfome praife, 
l^ot knowing their intention, he 
Signs with his flgnet the decree* 
Daniel beheld the writing fign'd, 
But flood determin'd in his mind : 
Depending on Jehovah's aid, 
Three times a day the prophet pray*d : 
His window open on the ikies 
Where Zion low in ruin lies. 
The eager princes now prepare 
To take the good man in their fnare ; 

I Th< 
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They catch him'on his knees: then bring, 
And all accufe him to the kir.g. 

The king too late his folly learns, 
And much his mad decree he mourns : 
The prophet's life he makes his care ; 
And drives with all his might to fparc. 
But near the thrpnc the nobles draw, 
And plead the honour of the law 
OfMedes and Perfians} never yet 
Allow'd to alter or remit.-*r 
The king in grief admits the plea : 
And DaniePs brought without delay. 
Truft in thy God I the monarch ciy'd; 
His mighty posycr, fo pftcn try'd, 
Prote^b the gpodnefs which he gave ; 
And he can from the lions favc ! 
Then in the den the prgphct's thro'.vn. 
Againft the mouth they roll a fl one. 
C>n this was fix'd the royal Teal, 
That no foul (Iratag'i'm prevail. 

Vol. IV. G >Vl.cr. 
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Wlien to the den good Daniel came. 
The furious beafts at once grow tame : 
Tlicy him with locks of kindnefs meet, 
Crowd round, and fawning lick his feet,. 
But, full of grief and bitter woes, 
1'he monarch to his palace goes : 
When, anxious in his Cervant*s caufe, 
From food or reft his heart withdraws ; 
And in confufion and difmay 
He pafs'd the fleeplefs night away. 
But when the night her (hades withdrew, 
And riling morn appeared in view, 
Swift to the lions den he ran ; 
Remov'd the ftonc, and thus began : 
O Daniel ! Daniel I Oh, my friend ! 
ITnjuftly haft thou found thy end ! 
Except the God thou haft rcver'd, 
Hath in this needful hour appear'cl, 
To vindicate thy righteous caufe, 
And favc thcc from the lions jaws! 



If 
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If yet thou liv'ft! but ah, I fear 
That I no more thy voice fliall hear! 
If yet thou breath'ft the vital air, 
Exalt thy voice] with fpeed declare! 
Kindly relieve the anxious throne, 
And -through the nations make it know'n, 
That God, who thee fuch wifdom gave, 
In every cafe is ftrbng to fave. 
Let the king live for ever ! then 
Reply'd the prophet from the den ; 
Thy fervant here in fafety lies ! 
For a fair native of the fkies 
My God hath fcnt; whofe glory hright 
^hone round the den with heavenly light: 
With trembling awe the lions view. 
And from their helplcfs prey withdrew, 
I then appfoach'd them undifmay'd. 
And they with me like fpaniels play'd. 
Such favour Ifrael'sGoD hath fhcwn. 
And hath my innocence nude known ; 

G2 For 
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For I from foul offence am free 

Agalnft: my God, O king, or thee ! 

The king could fcarcc contain his joy. 

While Daniel made this fhort reply. 

In hade he gives command, and then 

I'rom the deep, dark-mouth'd, dreadful dcd 

They draw the prophet up : The firft. 

Whether he faulty was or juft, 

That e'er returned from thence. In ha{l<i ■ 

The frowning king commands to caft 

Into the horrid yawning den, 

The envious band of wicked men 

That had, with hellifh rancour fir'd, 

Againfl the prophet's life confpir'd. 

Then, with their wives and children allj 

Into dcftruftion*^ jaws they fall: 

The furious beafts, with horrid roar, 

The falling crowd in pieces tore ; 

And there their wretched end they found 

ficforc their feet could reach the ground, 

Th4 
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The monarch then the orders fent, 
Which fir'd the nations as they went, 
Through evcfy rtfalm, where'er it lay^ 
That was fubjeftcd to his fway ; 
That when thcfe wonderous deeds they hear^ 
The God of Ifrael they revere ; 
And tremble at his mighty name 
From whence fuch great deliverance came* 
For he is worthy of all praife ! 
Holy and jufl are all his ways ! 
On him his people may depend, 
i**or his great kingdom hath no end. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE sixth: 

Cyrus mahs a Decree for the Return of the j^cwjty 
and rebuilding the Temple, Several Families 
return : and the Foundation of the Temple is 
laid. The Work is carried on with great Dif- 
couragement through fever al Reigns : At loft it 
. isfinifhed^ and dedicated^ 

Ezra, from ch, i. to vi, 

/^NE year Darius held the throne 

Of Pcrfia and of Babylon. 
His kinfman Cyrus then fucceeds. 
Who flood renown'd for noble deeds. 
This prudent prince with ceafelefs cares, 
Settled the empire's great affairs ; 
And was for worthinefs renown'd 
Through all the heathen nations round. 

Still Daniel at the court rcmain'd, 
-And higheft reputation gain'd : 

For 
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For he grown old in flate affairs, 
And equal to a nation's cares, 
Attended on the Pcrfian throne, 
And w?i$ through the vafl empire known. 
Then full difplay'd before the fccr 
The ancient prophecies appear : 
Thcfe as his anxious eye purfu'd, 
The great decree of heaven he vicw'd : 
Great Jeremiah taught the drain, 
That Ifrael fhould return again ; 
And under mild propitious fkics 
Once more the towers of Zion rife : 
When fevcnty years in Shinar*s land 
The humbled nation had remained. 

Then to his God the prophet pray'd : 
Nor was the promifc long del ay 'd. 
Great Cyrus, from the Perfian throne, 
Makes Ifracl's deep diftrefs his own : 
Their God's great glories drives to learn. 
And makes a law for their return. 

A prince 
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A prince amongft the tribes remain'd 
Who had the captives favour gain'd ; 
Of good Jofiah*s race he came, 
And great Zerubbabcl his name. 
He by the monarch was decreed 
Once more to lead the chofen feed 
To their own land, which heaven afTigr 
And with him in commifllon join'd, 
To overfee the holy place, 
Stood Jcfliua the high pricft : his race 
From Aaron rofe *, and he abode 
True to the worfhip of his God. 

Great Cyrus then with care rcn:or'd 
The holy veffels of the Lord ; 
Which Babel's king, with impious tl\o;io 
Had from his ravag'd temple brought : 
Which, by fierce war and rapine gain'd. 
In idol temples were detained. 
Five thoufand vcdels, whofe device 
Exceeded ihofc of coflly price, 
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In burni(h*d gold and (ilvcr bum'd ; 
All thefc the Perfian king refurn'd. 
Then over great £u]>h rates' ftrcam 
With filcnt joy the captives came : 
Their hearts high beating at the view^ 
Could fcarcc believe their ranfom true : 
But foon they fmg their growing joys, 
And Ihout JsHOVAH to the ikies. 
The favour'd nation then regains 
Their ancient cities and their plains : 
The hill, the vale, or fpreading (hade, 
"Where their forefathers bones were laid ; 
Then foon at Zion's hill appear. 
And hold a grand affcmbly thrrr. 
Then, aided by the Perfian king. 
They marble ftones and timber bring : 
And all who in the work arc (kill'd, 
Prepare the temple to rebuild : 
When, trading in-jEHOvAn's aid, 
The builders the foundation laid. 
• Vol. IV. n But 
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But, c*er the infant flrufturc rofe, 
The rumour to Samaria goes. 
And all the rulers, when they hear, 
Soon at Jerufalem appear. 
Let us unite with you, they cry'd, 
And ftand to lateft time ally'd. 
Why fhould our race from you divide ! 
For of your God wc ftand in awe, 
And fquare our condudl by his law. 
For when at firft our nation came 
Acrofs the great Euphrates' ftream, 
The God of Ifrael was unknown, 
And every people ferv'd their own. 
The offended Goo in wrath proceeds, 
By lions torn the nation bleeds : 
Great Efarhaddon to appeafe 
The God, and give his fubjefts eafc, 
A Jewifh pricft amongft us brought. 
Who your religigus worlhip taught : 

Then 



. HISTORY of the BIBLE. ,51 
Then let us, fmce your God we fear, 
Unite with you, and worftiip here. 
To this the prince and pricft reply : 
^Vhat you requeft we muft deny ! 
Our God his favour hath decreed 
To faithful Abraham, and his feed : 
With us, in each religious rite, 
No other nation muft unite. 

This flat denial gave offence: 
Gloomy and murmuring foon from thence 
I^epart the chiefs. In wrath they join, 
And feek to frultrate the defign. 
^rom time to time each method ufc 
To trouble and diftrefs the Jews : 
-And now, determined foe^ to peace. 
They ftrivc to make the building ceafe. 
% open force or fecret fraud ; 
Some they corrupted, fome they aw'd ; 
So that the work ^ut little gain'd 
The full fcven years that Cyrus rcign'd. 

H a And 



{2 HISTORY of the BIBLE, 
And when liis Ton the throne afcends^ 
They ftill purfuc their wicked ends ; 
For while Cambyfcs bears the fway, 
The building fuffer'd great delays » 

When the ufurpcr • feiz'd the throne. 
They make their 6pen hatred known $ 
Accufe the nation to the king ; 
And foon a royal edift bring, 
By which 'tis abfolute decreed 
The Jews no farther {hall proceed : 
The traitor flain^ Darius roTe, 
And on again the building goes. 
Now aided by the Pfcrfian throne, 
And great Jehovah's favour known. 
Which by two pr6phets + was declat'd. 
The prince and prieft no labour fpar'd. 

Now twenty times the circling fun \ 

Through the twelve heavenly figns had nan, > 
Since the great ftru&ure was begun ; J 

Whc« 

^ Smerdii the Magi«B» f H«ggal aad Zech«riah.> 
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When the glad tribes with fhouls proclaim 
The work compleat ; the finifh'd frame. 
To dedication they proceed ; 
The incenfe fmokes, the vidims bleed ; 
And all religious rites appear, 
Fix'd in their ancient order there. 
But foft emotion heav'd ^e btaeaft 
Of the old fathers of the reft, * 

That at Jerufalem had been, 
And had the fbrmer temple feen : 
The prefent fo unlike appears, 
That with the (houts they mix their tears. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

OJ EJther and MordecaL 

Book of Efther throughout. 

T IC THILjE thirty years Darius rcign'd, 

His friendfliip to the Jcyrs remain*d« 
His foil great Xerxes next fuccceds, 
And ratifies his father's deeds. 
When twenty years extends his reign, 
He was by impious treachery ilain, ^ 
Great Ahafuerus * then arofe ; 
And having conquered all his foes, 
He, firmly feat^d on his throne, 
To make his royal bounty known, 
A feafl for all his lords ordain'd. 
Which near two hundred days remain'd, 
Thefe days being ended, feven days more 
He feafts the city. Rich and poor 

Might. 
* CalJed by hifloiisuis Artaxcrxcs jUpgimanus. 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 55 

Might in the kingly banquet join, 

And quaff at will the royal wine. 

At the fame time the ladies (hare, 

In the apartments of the fair, 

The queen's rich treat, with dainties crown'd, 

And mirth and feftive joys abound. 

On the feventh day, the king elate. 
As on his regal feat he fate, 
Commands to bring his beauteous queen, 
Who was admir'd as foon as feen, 
Wearing her royal crown of gold, 
That all her beauty might behold. 
The queen rejefb the high command ; 
Nor will her courage bear to {land 
Appointed as a public fhew. 
And fet for all the town to view. 
The king, enraged to be deny'd, 
The aged ftatefmcn's counfel try'd ; 
Who fearing this example might 
Deprive the hulbands of their right, 

* And 
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And women, forwa.rd tQijFcbel^ 
Might imitate tUe qnecn too well ; . 
Advis'd the ktofr vrithout fdelaiy . 
To put the imprudent fair away* ' 
The king approved of vhat they faid, 
And haniib.*d Va&ti f]«om hkbed. 

Then rosnd the land i^t heralds fou^t. 
And numbers of fair virgins lirought, 
Array'd in beauty's blooxotng charms, 
And worthy .rf a monarch '& arms, 
That (he who bed deferv'd tfee grace 
Might take thcbanifli'd fair,onc's place. ... 

Though (ix^f^cceflive kings had reign *d, 
Since Ifrael's/fens, had: freedom gain'd; . 
And feventy circling years were fled. 
Yet wide o'er, all the empire fprcady. . 
Great numbjers of the Jews appear ; - -7 .; 1 
Who rather chofe to fel tic there. •'' 
One Mordecai, a Jew, that fate 
As portep^'thci palace gate,- .. ' 

B rough 
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brought up a vitpa^ dial in Wood 
Nearly related to him ftood : 
"Hie maid io artiefs ^uty bon^: 
She was prefcnted to the Mu'Pqe ; 
The royal favor foon (he gain'4f 
^nd in the room of Valhti i:eign'4« 

Two eunuchs, ♦ wW x^n^mmt fir'd> 
Againft the jnonjirph'j Uft confpir'd ; * 
This from the Jew they ^oi^ld ngt hide ; 
Accus'd by Mordcwi, thcy dy'd* 

Supreme in favour ncj^r the thnmfif 
Rcver'd by ail, prgud WVPW fhwt : ' 

From hated Amaiek he Cfxinp $ 
And off the offspring f>f her kings. 
To this proud {gdifiion of the crown^ 
The fervile courtiers ^U how do^n ! 
And whereA>(^«r he |?l^cs his way^ 
With high^ fsver^fice bondage pay« 
Vol.. IV- I 3ut 

* It is A]f p»ffld, tkal thtfe ciisiidis were of ValKti'j 
j|r^> and in this manner xtfenCed their miftrffs' difgraca. 
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But Mordecai, untouch'd by awe, 
The royal favourite daily faw 
With folemn ftiffnefs on his brovr, 
Nor would he condcfccnd to bow. - 
This Haman faw, with envious eye 
And growing rage, as he went by : 
But On afmgle man to fall, 
Was for his great revenge too fmall ; 
He therefore in hi^ wrath decreed 
For tliis to make the nation bleed ; 
And inftantly tq.urge their fate : 
A vengeance worthy of his hate! 
To bring about his fierce defign 
He then proceeded to divine. 
Then caft the lots without delay, 
To fix upon a lucky day : 
And with determin'd rage purfues 
His wicked and revengeful views. 
Then near the throne the monfter draws, ' 
:.sAnd» tells the monarch, that his laws 

Are 
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Are interrupted and made void; 

Except a people be deftroy'd, 

That are throughout the empire known 5 , .« 
By 'laws and cuflqms of their own : * * 

. Tliis people arc the Jews. The king. 
At once confenting to the thing," - 
Sign'd with his fcal the dread command^ - 
Which ever unrevgk'd m'uft (land, 
That all the Jews his realms contain ' 
Muft on a certain day be flain. 

Good Mordecai, with anxious mindj 
Heard that the dire decree was fign'd : 
Loud 'lamentation makes the chief, 
He fackcloth wears to (hew his grief 5 
Near to his heart the nation lies, 
And loud and frequent were their cries^ 
The lovely queen, in her recefs, 
Soon hears the news of their diftrefs ; 
And fends her maids the caufc to Icarrt, 
Who with the anfwcr foon return; 

III 'For 
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For Mordccai the whole thaJtei known^ 
And begs (he will tiAfds the thtone. 
Perhaps tfee king Way favoiif give ; 
And let the thjufd ft4ti6fi \Wt. 
The queeh ifrdA the fe^ueft withdnrar^ 
Becaufe contrat^ t6 the liW« : 
For wEofdc^cif iii thelf diftrcfs, 
Shall to the f6yal pfttiitite pfcfs. 
And no peculiai^ IkVotir ^rh. 
Mud for the rafli sltteinpt be &iiiw 
To this the jewift chief returtis. 
While alt hh hean Wifh ai^gulfh hiXtti^f 
Tliink not, O queen, the *t>alaee Wallfc 
Will fave thee when thy, nation fklh ! 
Rather conclude, that God nlade 
Thee noble, for his people^s aid, 
That thou may'ft needful fuecbiir give, 
And by thy iheatis his iTrael live. 
Then faft and pray, the qiieeh <-e{>Ues, 
And humbly fuppKcate the (klej 

Tl 
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Three days fuAcefllvc. To tht kijig , 
My much-wrong'd country's cattfe I'll bring, 
And fave her ions from, what's decreed, 
Or perilh if I can't fuccced ! 
Three days the natip» ^U appca*^ 
In folemn fadnefsAiid in tws^;,.,,,. . - 

,With humble failing proflrat^ fall, 
And on the Goa of Ifrael call 3 
Approach his thrpne with fervent j^ra^yer,. 
And beg hd will his people fpafe ; • 
While the yeung quedD^ with fefveht,ini»dy 
Their ^ious pf ayers Wi^ iaftinj joi6'd« 
On the third day iht beatyteoiift q}jt6tn 
Dreft in h^ royal robes was fdon ; 
And, bri^kl in bloteiiiig chanrts, the darnie 
Before the youthful iifidh4rch camd* 
The king, thc^ ^iinf^ oh his throne, 
Dire&ly made his fHviivkt kiiewn : 
And whem hb iaW the fair eitt kkndj 
Strelch'd <^ut the feeptrt in his hand* 

Speak 
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Speak thy requeft, O quQcn ! he cry'd: 
My confprt cannot ftand deny'd. 
With modeft fweetnefs in her eyes, 
The queen approached, and thus replies : 
To-morrow I a feafl prepare ; 
Then let the king the banquet fliare, 
"With HSman join'd. The king approved 
The motion of his befl belov'd ; 
And, to the apartment of the dame, 
With Harrian to the banquet came : 
And there in love the royal gucft 
Enquired what was his queen's requeft 1 
Let me your majcfty implore 
To grace my banquet one day more 
With Haman ;. then I fhall declare, 
Rcply*d with fmiles the royal fair. 

With pride the haughty favourite fwcllsj 
And to his wife and kindred tells, , 
What high refpc6b he late had fcen, 
And how dillinguifh'd by the queeiif 

3 £tt< 



H IS TO R Y of tlu5 B I B L E, 63 
But as he pad the palace gate, 
Where Mordecai in fadnefs fate, . 
The Jewifh chief with gloomy frown 
Beheld the minion of the crown ; 
Nor would he the leaft honour fhew 
To this his country's mortal foe. 
This haughty Haman could not bear, 
And to his kindred tells his care : 
Regard not fuch a flave 5 they cry ; 
But make a gallows ftrong and high : 
Report his conduft to the king! 
And let the gloomy rebel fwing ! 
The lucky thought the ftatefman prais'd ; 
The opprobrious timber foon was rais'd : 
To-morrow e'er 'tis noon, he cries, 
The wretch that dare infult me dies ! 
The morning ftar, with filver ray, 
Peep'd o'er the hills, and prom^s'd day ; 
The king long e'er his time awoke, 
^ted to his fervants thus he fpoke : 

For 
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Fer further reft I ftrivc in vain ; 
llicn bring the recor46 of piy reign, 
And read before m^^ They proceed $ 
And in the chronicles they rea4| 
How Mordecai, the honeft JeW| 
To Ahafuerus ever true, 
Difcover'd to his royal bride 
A plot for which the traitors dy*d. 
And what, in hafte the king reply'd, 
Hath for this virtuous map been dpne ? 
Who by his wifdom fav'4 th^ throne. 
The fervants f^id, they eo^l4 not Ifs^ra 
That he had found the UsA return. 
WhQ {Unds without ? th^ raop%Ff H ^alU* 
Haman, they cry-r-It luc)sy falU j 
Let him approach ! That m^tiMsnt c^mcy 
With vengpful'fpirit all on flaaiis. 
The haughty favourite, pale with hatip. 
To beg the king to urge the falc 
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^^1F the uncourdy Mordccai, 
■^x^d let him on the gillovs die. 
Slat e'er he could accufe tfcc man, 
^^ liaftc the monarch thus began : 
"ainanl one man above the reft 
*^eferves to have my love exprcftl 
* o honour hira I have decreed ! 
^hcn tell me how we (hall proceed! 
^lamaa revt^ving ia his mind 
^or whom this honow* was defign'd : 
^s there a map, hii tht>t|ght* reply. 
The king woutd fionoar more than I ! 
Then on tht kihg He turns his c>vs, 
And to the quefHcm thus replies ( 
Let roysj robes the bUb adorn, 
The fame your awjefty has worn ( 
Your crown of gold upon bis h^ad % 
^nd let him Uinrngh die ftreets be led, 
^ng your own bigh-mtttlcd fteed ; 
r A«t foine gijeat priace with him proceed, 
i'ox.IV. K And 
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And through the city thus proclaim, 
His rifing dignity and name. 
Let all behold the man appear ! 
That nations mull lienceforth revere ! 
His honour is the king's delight ! 
Ye Perfians, in his praife unite !— 
The worthy man I have in view, 
Is honeft Mordecai the Jew ; 
-Reply'd the king, — With fpeed be gone^ 
And let all this for him be done ! 
He latent treafon fcorn'd to hide, 
Accus'd by him the traitors dy*d. 
Cut to the heart the favourite ftar'd, 
But not to fliew his hatred dar'd : 
The cafe admits of no delay ; 
The king's command he muft obey. 
So the great objeft of his hate 
He cloath'd in robes of royal ftate, * 
And through the city ftrcets proclaim'd 
The honours which himfelf had nam'd. 

Then 
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Then to his houfc proud Ilaman went 
^" gloomy care and difcontent; 
^^^ lets his wife and kindred know 
^he honours which his mortal foe 
"ad from his hand received. They all 
^'"onathis infer the favourite's fall : 
^^d think each (Iratagem will fail, 
^^d never o'er hi* foes prevail, 

^Vhile thcfc events their wonder claim, 
^ nieffagc to the ftatefman came : 
*^ attend the king he muft prepare, 
^nd in queen Efther's banquet fharc. 
*herc, feated at the royal treat, 
He hears the monarch thus repeat 
His former claim. Queen Efther fay. 
What's thy requeft, without delay : 
Clearly to view thy wifhes bring, 
And learn the bounty of a king,— ■ 
My life at my petition give ! 
And let my guiltlefs people live f 

K 2 Rcply'd 
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Reply 'd the queen. A cruel foe 
Propofes by one mighty blow 
To cut a nation ofFI ^- My fair ! 
In haftc reply 'd the king, who dare 
Do this ! T— The wicked man you feey 
Rejoined the queen, and Haman's be S 
In growing "wratii the monarch rofc,. 
And to the palace garden goes. 
But foon he to the queen retums^ 
And fr&m her chamberlsu:ii hie learns. 
That Haman, in his envious fpite^ 
Had rais'd a gallows vail in hd^t. 
Whereon he had dd^gnM &oukk die 
The honefl Jew, good Mordecau 
Then let htmfblf the pl%iiure tafte { 
An3 this high honour be his laft ! 
Commands the king. The guards attend 
And thus proud Haman found his chd^ 
The day that urg'd the minio^n's fate. 
The monarch heard the queen relate 

3 
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That Mordecai her kinfman was ; 
And him he ras'd to. Hainan's place. 

Though due reward the {laterman gsun'd. 
Yet the dire mifchief itiU remain^ 
To death devote the nation lay ; 
Firm the decree, and Bx'd the day. 
To turn the impending florm afidc, 
Queen Efther to the king apply *d. 
But the deilru^ve, dire command 
Was fign-d, and unrevok'd m»ft Rand. 
The monarch then, the Jews to fave 
To all the nation licence gave, 
That when the bloody time drew near, 
Tbey might in fiiining arms appear ; 
Withlhmd whoe'er ag»iaft them rofe, 
And in fair combat meet their foes. 
In valour then the Je^s proceed. 
And all their bold oppofers bleed ; 
Throughout the empire conquelk gain, 
And twenty thoufand men were (lain. 

Delivered 
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Delivered thus they jointly raifc 
High flrains of gratitude and praife. 
One day in folemn faft they join 
In memory of the bafc defign : 
Then two in feftive mirth employ. 
And loud and general was the joy. 
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Of Ezra and Kehnniak. 

Book of Ezra and Book of Xthcmiah ihrovgh^ 
cut, 

T^HOUGH eighty iummer funs had bum'd. 

Since Judah's captive fons returned; 
And fixty fmillng fprings appeared 
Since they their fecond lemple rear'd ; 
Yet weak and feeble tliey rcmain'd, 
And heathen culloms on them gained : 

Their 
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Their city wall in ruin lies, 
No ftatcly towers or ramparts rife : 
In native Hebrew, they adore 
The God of Ifracl now no more : 
The Chaldeans tongue alone prevails ; 
Their zeal for God's true worftiip fails; ^ 
The people from his rites withdraw ; 
Nor can their rulers read his law : 
Its precepts and its threats forgot, 
The feeble nation knew it not. 
AUy'd to all the nations round, 
Strange wives, and heathen lites abound. 
A mongrel tongue their children fpcak ; 
Poor are their priefls, their warriors weak. 

Six years had Ahafuerus reign 'd, 
When Ezra a commifTion gain'd, 
To feeble Zion to repair, 
And reftify abufes there. 
This chief, well (kiird in things divine, 
From the high pricft deriv'd his line, 

That 
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That by the raging fword had dy'd, 

When the (irft temple ^yas deftroy'd. 

In learning's fpacious field appro^'d. 

And by his nation well belov'd, 

I.aden with gifts, and hieh ifi famo^ 

To Zion's broken walls he came. 

With Ezra in the journey join'd 

A numerous train, whofc\wiiling mind 

A fccret, ardent longing felt, 

To fee where their forefathers dwelt. 

. The chief his orders from the throne 

Made t^ the king's lieutenants known : 

Then in his government he fate. 

And fettled both the church and ftate 

According to the ancient law. 

The trembling nation heard with awe 

The precepts which the book contain'd, 

Now in the Chaldean * tongue explained, 

* Ezra Avjth great care ool1c£led tKe facred writimpi. 
vliicb had been fcattercd about| and aimoft loll durin^^ 
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Then from the land good Ezra drives 
^e numerous train of heathen wives 
^he Jews had taken ; and in tears 
^^i" this offence the land appears. 
^n^ wives and children they had bom 
. ^part, and mull no more return, 
^he ruler then with holy dread 
^^mmands the fcriptures to be read : 

rs 

^^^llefts the holy books with care, 
^^^d fettles every great affair, 
^^ith honour and with high applaufe^ 
V" Ifracl's long neglefted laws, 
"When Ezra Hft^en years had fway'd, 
^ Mother governor was madq: 
^^ *id from the Perfian throne he came ; 
^* ^eat Nehemiah was his name. 

Vol, IV. L Though 

^^ captivity, and tranflatcd the law and the prophets into 
"^^ Chaldee language ; the knowled^ of the ancient He- 
''^w being almoft loft, duringt be fcvcnty years the Jews 
""^"Jiaiacd in Babylon. 
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Though better times the nation faw 
Since they were governed by the law ; 
Yet much contempt on Zion falls, 
While low in ruin lie her walls ; 
And burnt her numerous gates appeared, 
Which all this time had not been rear'd, 

Tljefe evils at the Perfian throne 
Were made to Nehemiah known. 
The news fome of his nation bring, 
As he attended on the king. 
Deep anguifh laboured in his breaft. 
Which plainly by his look's exprefs*d ; 
When near with royal wine he draws, 
The king obferv'd, and afk'd the caufe : 
The chief declares. The king appears 
Affeded with his fer\' ant's tears, 
And him with full commiffion fends 
To his poor brethren, and his friends. 
To build their walls, their gates to rear, 
And make Jerufalcm appear 

* , 3 Wortl 
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"Worthy rcfpeft. Without delay 

The worthy man purfu'd his way. 
He foon a great affcmbly calls ; 

^nd to rebuild the city walls 

The whole alTembled nation tries ; 

And from the rubbilh now they rife. 

fiut Ifrael's old inveterate foes, 

With all their might the work oppofc : 

% various arts didurb the peace, 

And fcek to make the building ceafe. 

The noble chief, with honeft views, 
Dctcrmin'd the great work purfues. 
Him, zealous in his country's caufe. 
No flattery moves, no threatning awes. 
The willing nation he divides, 
Which vaft, inceflant toil abides ; 
On« paity on the work attends; 
Another from the foe defends ; 
And the induftrious builders (land 
Zach with his weapon in his hand. 

L 2 Succefsful 
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Succefsful on the building goes, 
And foon vaft walls the town- inclofe. 
With fhouts of joy, and fongs of praifc, 
At laft the maffy gates they raifc : 
And a great day of facrifice 
Proclaims the nation*s ardent joys. 

Ten years the governor remain'd. 
And all his people's favour gain*d* 
With pious Ezra he unites 
To fix religion's facred rites. 
And fynagogucs through all the land 
The governor and prieft ordain'd ; 
That all the tribes, with folemn awe. 
Might hear the prophets and the law* 
In every cafe the nSition's friend, , 
The chief would every care attend ; 
And having fettled their affairs, 
lie to the Perfian court repairs. 

Five years good Nchcmiah flayed, 
And then, to lend his country aid| 



He 
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He to his government retum'd : 

When foon with greaj^ concern he learn 'd. 

That in his abfenee from the land 

J 
The heathens had advantage gain'd. 

And that the temple was prophan^ : 

For Ammonitifh goods were ftor'd 

Within the dwelling of the Lord ; 

And through the land (Irange wives abound| 

Fetch'd from the heathen nations round* 

His anger rifing at the view, 

The goods he from the temple threw, 

And then oblig'd without delay 

The tribes to put their wives away ; 

Or from the land they muft depart. 

The high prieft's fon, whofe cafy heart 

Had been by female charms infnar'd. 

To Judah's^daughters had preferred. 

And to his bed advanced a dame 

That from Samaria's mountain came^ 

The 
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The daughter of the prince. The pricft 
For this offence the chief difmifs'd 
From Ifrael's land. His fpoufe's fire, 
In whom both pride and rage confpire. 
Gains licence from the Perfian throne, 
To build a temple of his own ; 
And in the priefthood fix'd his fon. 
Then a vaft pile appears in fight 
On Gerizim's exalted height ; 
At "a vaft diftance feen to rife, 
The fame in ftrufture and in fize 
As that which on mount Zion ftands, 
And all Jerufalem commands. 
Mannafleh the high priefthood gains, 
And foon againft the Jews maintains, 
That here's the place where Ifrael*s God 
Defign'd to fix his laft abode. 
To the true God they altars raife, 
The inccnfc fmokes, the vi6lims blaze ; 

Ai 
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each religious rite rcmain'd 
Mofes in the law ordain 'cl. 
: as the temple they oppolc, 
on an inveterate hatred rofc 
'tween the nations. Various Jews, 
^^hom vengeance for their crimes purfucs, 
^t fair Samaria's hill appear, 
And fhun the arm of juflice there. 
A itiongrel people hence proceeds ; 
And an incrcafing envy breeds 
Through a long courfe of circling years, 
And hate in various forms appears. 



illSTO 
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HISTORY THi NINTH. 

The Old and New Tejlavient conneEled^ by a brief 
Sketch of the State of the Jewifh Nation, from 
the Death of Nehemiah, to the Birth of Chrijlm 
Including a Period of about 400 Years* 

T T 7HILE various kings o'er Perfia reign 'd. 
The Jcwifti church and ftatc remained 
As fix'd by Nehemiah's care ; 
And to Jerufalem repair 
The tribes to worfliip. But the law 
Was weekly read, with folemn awe, 
Throughout the land, that all might hear, 
And the great God of Ifracl fear: 
To the high prieft belong'd the fway ; 
And him the willing tribes obey 
In facred and in civil things ; 
And hence dilFcntion often fprings : 

Tht 
3 
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*^e eldeft fon of Aaron's race 
•Not always could obtain the place : 
"*ic Perfian kings, whene'er they chofe, 
^cfuQi'ji the high prieft to depofe, 
-And raife another. For this caufe 
-"^ Vengeful fword Johanan draws, 

^^H his young brother durft rebel ; 
^"^ Jefhua in the temple fell, 
"^^preme o'er all the world appears 
^ ferfian throne for ninety years. 

^^, fierce as a devouring flame, 

Th 

^^ mighty Macedonian came ; 

*^^ as a bolt of thunder flies, 

^ burning wheels along the fldcs, 

^Cftlefs raging from afar 

A 
O 



^ongft the nations drives his war, ^ 

*^ Perfia firft his force he bends^ 
^tius falls, + his empire ends. 
'Vol. IV. M The 

'*' TTicre were five kings reigned in Perfia, from Artax- 
^^ Longiroanus, who wa» the Ahafuhcrcj of the fcrip- 
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The vanquifh'd world before him fliei^ 
Whoever dare ivithftftQd him dies. 

When fea-girt Tyrus, with her wftlls^ 
Before the mighty conqueror ^Is ; ■ 
His fwelling heart with anger bums^ 
And on the Jews his war he turns ; 
Becaufe, before the town he gain'49 
To fend him aid they had difdain'd. 
The anger of the dreadful chief 
Fill'd all Jenifakm with^ief : 
When, by, 8 vifton wam-d, the prieft, 
In all his holy garments dre&'d. 
Goes forth with « religious band. 
And they fo meet the conqueror ftand ; 
The prieds and levites all nnile, 
lu long procefiion-dixis'd in white. 

hires, to the deftruftion of the Perfian empire by Al 
dcr the Great : i . Darius Nothus ; 2. Artaxerxes Mno 
^ Ochus; 4. Arogus: 5. JXirius Codomannu*. 
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The king, when the high pricft he faw, 
^tooddcep imprefs'd with facred awe; 
^c venerates the holy man, 
^^d eager to embrace him ran. 
'^r this fame man in glory bright -. 
^^ vifion ftood before his fight, 
"^^forc his troops on Perfia fall, 
^nd told him, he fhould conquer alU 
^^c monarch lays his weapons down, 
"^tid enters, as a friend, the town ; 
'^ach kingly favour which they want 
^^ freely condefcends to grant ; 
*<) Ifraers God in facrifice 
^is grateful adorations rile ; 
-And when the coftly offerings ceafe, 
tie from the land departs in peace. 

In early youth the conqueror dy'd. 
His generals then the world divide ; 
And Ifrael's fubje6b land remained 
The lot of him who Egypt gain'd. 

Ma Three 
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Three kings * in Egypt held the fway ; 
And them in peace the Jews obey 
One hundred years. A fourth + arofe. 
Which all the offended priefts oppofe ; 
But urge the law of God in vain, 
When he the temple would prophano. 
The king perfifts : but, fmote by heaven. 
He from the holy place was driven, 
And foon in rage departs the land. 
But as they durft his will withfland, 
The raging* ing his wrath purfucs 
On his defencelefs fubjeft Jews 
That dwell in Egypt, and refufe 
To fervc his gods. Thefe brought in ch; 
His place of public fliews contains. 
The gloomy tyrant fwells with pride. 
And orders them to be deftroy'd 



• 1. Ptolomy Sotcr ; 2. Ptolomy Philadclpus ; 
lomy Euergetus. 

f Ptolomy Fbilopater. 
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^y ekphants. His will proclaim 

^^ heralds, and the city came 
^^ fee the (hew, Amongft the reft 

"^ king appears. Each mighty bead, 

° favour the Mnjuft defign, 
"**dc drunk with frankinccnfe and wine, 
^^ ^vith blind rage each monfler flies 
'^ thofe who came to feaft their eyes 

^th blood and carnage. All around 
^^y V^^^ ^^ death o'erfpread the ground ; 
^d flaughter was the fport they found. 



•^He 



Jews efcape. Strange fights appear 



"^"^ongft the flars, and fill with fear 

Vie cruel king, who then gives o'er, 
'^^nd feeks to vex the Jews no more, 
^^'cr Egypt then an * infant reigns ; 
'^Vnd Syria's mighty + monarch gains 



♦ Ptolomy Epiphanes, an infant of five years > 
+ Antiochus the Grc9t. 
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The land of Jadah ; and his fway 
In peace the fubjcft J«wi 6hty ; - 
Thcii* daily facrificc prepare, 
And by the law their condu6^ fquare. 
In peace they dwelt for thirty y^ars^ 
And then a cruel king + appears, 
Whofe favage heart with hatred bums^ 
And God's high worfhip overturns. 
Fall of &npiety and pride, 
The Go 6 of Ifrael he defy'd; 
Kitfolv'd to make his wdrlhip ceafe, 
And fet up all the gods of Greece* 
With this unjuft and cruel aim 
His army fo6n to Zion came ; 
And, by the tyrant's ftern command. 
Spread blood and flaughter o'er the land. 
The priefts they from their altars drove, 
Each pure religious rite remove, 
And incenfe burn to Grecian Jove; 

Whofe 
+ Antiochiy Epiphancs, 
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Whofe ftatues in the temple rife ; 
And there a fow they (acrifice. 

Then jcvery one that durft abide 
True to the law of.Mofcs dy'd. 
Jn every city of the land, 
The cruel king the Jews conilmin'd 
To worfhip idols, and to cat 
^'^clcan abominjable meat. 
*hc king, in wantonnefs of jage, 
^^ ftation fpares, or fex, or age ; 
^^ leam'd, the reverend, hoai^ bea^ 

^^onour'd joins the vulgar <]ead« 
■ '^ile by fierce tortures, rac^s, andfire^ 

Mother and fevcn fonstexpire. 

^lie king, with fw.elling rage :^nd prid^ 

-All 
^ copies of Gpj>'s Jaw dcftroy'.d : 

^, the »reak .natipjj thu3 ppprefs'df 
^ daily f^orifices ceas'd ; 
^ priefts all.frflm.thcten^plc flp4> 
^^^"^ jpafs and weeds the courts o'erfpread. 
% An 
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An aged priefl * at Modln dwelt. 
Who holy indignation felt 
Rife in his heart, when in his view 
A cowardly, apoftate Jew 
To gain the tyrant's favour fought. 
And to his idols offerings brought. 
Swift to the altar prefs'd the (ire. 
And qucnch'd the bafc, unhallow'd fire : 
Zealous for Cod his fwordhe drew, 
And the vile facrificer flew. 
Four Valiant fons with him proceed. 
And all the friends of idols bleed. 
And when the train beheld them dead, 
They all into the defert fled. 
Here by their pious brethren join'd, 
They with united zealous mind, 
And fearlefs heart, to combat rofe : 
They dare the king's command oppofe, 
And face their country's cruel foes. 

Where'er 
* Matt^thits, the father of the Maccabees. 



'I 
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*Vhere'er their valiant parties fpread, 

X hey laid the king's lieutenants dead ; 

^'erturn'd their aUarSj and rellor'd 

-* lie facred worfhip of the Loro* 
^Vhen the renowned hero dy*d, 
*^is valiant fon his place fupply'd, 
"^J*ave Judas then to war proceeds, 
-'Viici boldly dares immortal deeds : 
^^ith a fmall troop he fearlefs goes, 
"'^^ci mighty armies overthrows ; 
"^^ges around : on hills or vales 
"^lilce his conquering fword prevails, 

•*H^n Judah's dreams ran blood, and all 

^^^o dare oppofe brave Juda3 fall. 

* ^^ Zion then, with boundlefs joys, 
^ *x« conqueror and his army rife t 
^'^cy cleanfc the temple, purge the floor, 
^*\d God's true worfhip there reftore : 

* O.C incenfc fmokes, the viftims blaze, 
A»nd great Jehovah's name they praifc. 

Vol. IV. N When 
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When the proud tyrant heard the news^ 
He vow'd revenge on all the Jews : 
But on himfelf the vengeance falls, 
And on his gods in vain he Calls ; 
For Heaven chaftis'd his daring pride : 
He in vaft pain and horror dy*d. 

Five years the Jew^ the war maintain, 
Then Judas, was in battle flain. 
His brother Jonathan fucceeds, ' 
And emulates his brother's deeds. 
Near twenty years this chief remain*ct, 
He various mighty battles gain'd ; 
And both the church and ftate maintained. 
By treachery at laft he bled, 
And Simon gOvcrn'd in his ftead, 
His valiant brother. Full fevcn years 
He at fhe army's head appears : 
The Jewifh freedom he regained, 
And o'er a willing people reign'd ; 



HISTORY of^c BIBLE. gt 
Till bafcly aiurder*4, * he bis throne 
LeFt to his wife a^d valiant toru 

Now vex*d by fierce contending kings, 
Perpetual war in Syria fprings ; . 
W'Hile thirty years Hyr-canus fway'd, 
Ati<1 feme itnpo.r^nt conqueils made. 
Victorious o'er hi? (country's foeS, 
la in^rfigl ^ory bi^h he rofe : 
His war aj^inft Samaria burns, 
A-iid he th^r Jennie overturns^ 
•^nd lays in ruinjs. From him fprings 
^ noble linc'of Jew.i{h + kings, 

N 2 Whldi 

Simon was treacheroufly murdered at .^ridho hf ^^- 
»oiny liis fon-in-law, who, thinking to feizc the govern- 
^^^tf murdered hi» father-inrlaw and two of his fens at a 
*^anquet. Joh» Hyrcanus, another of bis fons, Succeeded 
^^ father. 

"'' The fovcrcigns of the Afmonaean family, that reigned 

*^ Judca frojn the death ot Hyrcanus the fon of Simon 

'Maccabeus, were, i. Aridobulus; fi. Ale*andcr-Jan- 

*^» 3. Alcjfandr?; 4. Ariftpboluj ; 5. Hyrcanus; and 

^» Amigon«8. 
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Which fcventy years the throne fupply'd, 
Till Herod all the race deftroy'd. 

Twice thirteen years before the day 
That Herod rofe to fovereign fway, 
The Roman general Pompey gain'd 
The towers of Zion, and prophan'd 
The holy temple, Herod rofe, 
Though all the Jews his troops oppofe : 
By bribes at Rome his caufe prevail'd. 
Or elfe his utmoft force had fail'd. 
The Roman legions took the field, 
Jerufalem was fbrc'd to yield 
To power fupcrior, and to own 
A foreigner on Judah's throne. 
Of Edom's race the tyrant came ; 
In war high honours were his claim. 
He rais'd his throne, and long it flood 
On murder, treachery, and blood : 
He three and thirty years had reign'd. 
And every vice his throne had ftain'd ; 

When 
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^^hen God from his eternal throne 
Sent down his well-beloved Son, 
And, human nature to adorn, 
At Bethlehem the babe was born. 



LThc Author thinks it incumbent upon him to acknow- 
ledge, that he hath received confidcrablc afliflance ia 
this part of the work from Pi ideaux's Councxicn of the 
Old and New Teftament.] 
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HISTORY THE TENTH, 
Of the Patriarch JOB.* 

Book of Job throughout. 

• 

T?AR in the caft, in rural ftate, 

Dwelt wealthy Job, obfcurely great ; 
True to the God that rules the ikies, 
Each day his grateful offerings rife : 
Juflice and truth upheld his tljronjc, 
And every virtue was his own : 
The father of mankind he flood, 
And fpent his days in doing good. 

Like other princes of his day, 
His fubflance in his cattle lay. 

♦ It is fuppofcd, that the Patriarch Job lived in the ti <*"^ 
between Abraham and Mofcs : But as his Hiftory hath ^ ^ 
connexion with the Hiftory of the family of Abraham, a^^ 
if ftanding in the Sacred Canon after the laft Hiftory in t *■ 
Old Tcftiimcnt, it was ihought proper to introduce it hc^^^ 
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f/rce bis lowing herds ; atid wide 
leep fpfeatd o'^ the mountain fide : 
: thoufand camels ready ftand 
:ar his burdens o'er the land : 
thefe five hundred affcs join'^d, 
> his fcrvants care aflign'd. 
i bloomiftg Tons armongd them (hare 
igh paternal love and care^ 
three fair daughters ; and remain 
ride and pleafure of hisr reign, 
ive mirth they fpent their ti me : 
ood man (led fome feeret crime 
i {lain their fouls) with pious care^ 
aily facrifice and prayer, 
Fering makes for each apart, 
all the father in his heart, 
h approbation from on high, 
ighty Ruler c^ the (ky 
jnduft of the chief furveys, 
peaks his well deferved praifc* 

Amongft 
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Amongfl the blefs'd high pleafure fprings^ 
And heaven with loud applaufes rings. 
As through the (kies his praifes ran, 
The envious foe of God and man 
Approach*d the high eternal- throne ; 
And made his fly fufpicions known. 
He urg*d, that Job, in profperous days, 
Might fpend'his time in love and praife J 
But fhould the Lord his hand rcverfe. 
He would his bchefaftor curfe. 
To this the Eternal God reply 'd, ' 
Then let the caufe be fairly try*d : 
His fubflance lies at thy command, 
But on himfelf lay not thipe hand. 
The eldeft fon a feaft prepared, 
And all the reft the banquet fhar'd ; 
When to promote their higheft good, 
The parent by his altar ftood. 
To him, in hafte, a fervant ran, 
And wildly ftaring thus began ; 

Tl 
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His day, my lord, at thy command 
he oxen plow'd the furrow'd land ; 
lie aflcs graz'd ch>fe by their fide ^ 
ut fuddenly we were annoy 'd 
y a vaft troop of armed men, 
""bat Sabeans feem'd. The cattle then 
^cy having feiz'd, with fury fall 
^n thy defencelefs fervants. All 
-ic cold in death on yonder plain ; 
^o tell thee only I remain, 
'carce had he ceas'd, when to the chief 
Another came, opprefs'd with grief: 
his day ere noon, my lord, he cries, 
4e lightning flafh'd along the fkies ; 
*ft rolling fheets of fulph'rous flame 
'^longft the (heep direftly came ; 
^c flafhing fire thy flocks deftroy'd, 
^d with the fheep the fhepherds dy'd: 
^nly have efcap'd. A third 
Pproaches ere he fpoke the word : 
Vol. IV, O Thl* 



<)8 HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
This day, he ciy'd, the camels fpread 
Wide o'er the land ; and as tlicy fed, 
Three troops of Chaldeans came in view ; 
Thy fcrvants with the fword they flew. 
And feiz'd the cattle. While he fpokc 
A fourth approached : An awful ilroke. 
My lord, hath happen'd, foon he faid, 
And laid thy fons and daughters dead : 
For as in cl^earful fcafl: they join. 
And quaff'd with joy the rofy wine, 
A whirlwind from the defert rofe. 
And wrapt in clouds of duft it goes 
Direftly to the palace walls, 
And the whole flru6ture craftiing falls ; 
The bodies in the ruins lie ; 
And not one foul efcap'd but I. 

The hoary fire his mantle tears, 
And inftant fhaves his filver hairs ; 
hut flill the dreadful fhock he bears 
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nfelf ; no wcakncfs (hews; 

majeflic in his woes. 

ate on the ground he fall*, 

: great Creator calls. 

D ! he calmly cries, 

hy ways I thy heart is wife ! 

takeft all I have : 
D the hand that gave ! 
as of woman born, 

fliall to earth return : 
lill my lips proclaim ! 
z and blefs thy name ! 
1 delight the Load furvtyS 
abmifTion, and his praifc ; 
lis high eternal throne 
s his approbation known : 

ye fiends ! with hellifh fpit<5 

fraud and lies delight ! 
'ou dumb ! let all his foes 
>od man fupport his woes ! 

O 2 Tracr' 
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Trace with furprize his conduft o'er, 
And dare accufe my fu-lnts no more t 
Then near the throne fly Satan draws : 
Ye Heavens ! he cries, is there not caufc 
For Job's fubmiflion ^ in your eye 
How* many haplefs wretches lie 
With ficknefs and with pain opprefs'd, 
Whofe goading anguifh finds no reft i 
His troubles Job unmov'd fuftains, 
While he in florid health remains i; 
But if his bone and flefli you touch. 
He foon will cry, it is too much ! 
And like the vilefl: of his race, 
~ Ye Gods I he'll curfe you to your lace ! 
Satan foon hears the Lord reply, 
In this my fervant you may try ; 
But fparc his life. The crafty fiend, 
Thus having the pommiflion gain'd, 
Smites the good man with fore difeafe,, 
And low in dull his glory lays* 

3 • 
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^^'W with foul ulcers cover'd o'er, 
^^ lies ncglcffced on the floor : 
"^ kuge afflidion and difmay, 
*^^ fcorn of all mankind he lay ; 
*^^ beggar and the vagabond 
I^^*d not their prince to fpit upon ; 
^^ith bold derifion round him prcfs'd^ 
"^Tidmadc his miferies their jeft. 
"•^Ut one more plague was flill behind^ 
^^hich to the reft the daemon join'd : 
^he good man's wife his rage infpires^ 
ije fills her foul with hellifti fires ; 
^nd, to augment each daring wrong, 
^c on the patriarch plays her tongue : 
^n rattling tone fhe filence broke, 
^nd full of pride and fcorn thus fpoke : 
"Vrhere are your prayers and ollerings now ! 
€p, abjefl wretch ! and pay your vow : 
^Worfhip the God who with a frown 
Showera all his plagues and curfcs down ! 

But 
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But rather in his face I'd fly, 

I if I curs*d him could but die I 

Check the bold thought ! the fire replies : 

How rarely is a woman wife I 

The counfels of the eternal throne 

To us imperfeftly are known : 

And though our cup with woes he fill, 

God may be good and gracious ftill. 

The rumour of the good man's woes 
Soon to the neighbouring nations goes : 
Three well known princes Xhen attend^ 
To comfort their cftecmed friend. 
With vaft amazement and furprize 
They all behold him where he lies j 
So full of mifery, alas ! 
And altered from what late he wa^s, 
They know him not. When nearer view 
Convinced them that the whole was tnic. 
Each his rich mantle rent, then fprcad 
Dry afhcs o'er his princely head, 

Aiid 
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^^ in deep for row and amaze 
^^^ down aftonifh'd full fcven days, 
^henjob the awful filencc broke; 
^ ^n the depth of anguifh fpokc, 
'^^ in the moft pathetic ftrains 
* nis prodigious woes complains. 
^ lim each friend in turn replies, 
^d feeks to vindicate the fkies, 
y urging that his fall proceeds 
^om fome conceaPd atrocious deeds 
l^at flain'd his foul. In bolder ftrain 
vi ^b will his innocence maintain ; 
"^nd to the Heavens appeals. The God 
^^ho fhakes creation with his nod, 
■liefcends to earth in clouds and ftorms, 
"^nd darknefs his pavillion forms : 
^is voice out of the whirlwind broke, 
^nd 'midft furrounding thunders fpokq 
The wifdom of his mighty plan. 
How great is God ! how abjeO: man ! 

Whom 
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When more of God the patriarch faw, 
And the perfeftion of his la\y', 
The holy man was fiird with a\y« ; 
Confefs'd his various vilcnefs o*er, 
And will maintain his works r^o more. 
With tender heart the Loud forgives; 
Satan departs -, the patriarch lives : 
And God,. who now approved his way, 
Shon^ on the evening oF his day ; 
Built up his houfe ; his wealth increased ^ 
With numerous fans ^d dafughtefrs blefs'd % 
His ftrong old age with good fupply'd, 
And he in peace and honour dy'd. 



^^^ 
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HISTORY THE FIRST. 

Tht Birth of John the Baptiji^ the Forerunner 
' of the Meffiah. 

Xuke^ ch. i. 

T^HE long appointed time drew nigh, 

Fix'd in the counfels of the Iky, 
For Heaven to blefs this guilty earth 
With the Almighty Saviour's birth. 

Before old time began his flight, -^ 

While chaos reign'd and ancient night, >^ 

Where roll the beauteous worlds of light ; J 
High in the heavens his throne he rear'd, 
By all the angelic hofts revcr*d ; 
With his Eternal Father liv'd ; 
A name above all names received ; 
And flood the darling of the fkies. 
While boundlefs lieights his glories rife. 

P 2 But 
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But poor, loll, (inful man to fave ; 

Grim death to conquei* and the grave ; 

Heaven's rifmg wrath to pacify ; 

And for our guilty race to die ; 

From hell's wide jaws to fnatch the prey % 

And chafe her gloomy king away ; 

He laid a(ide his flarry crown/ 

And cloath'd in human fleih came ddwn* 

By each prophetic hard foretold. 
His day the nation would heboid ; 
And from a fpotlefs virgin's womb 
Expe&s to fee Mciiiah come* 
But, ere the prince the land adorn. 
His great forerunner muft be bom. 

When Herod thirty years had reign*d^ 
And had his hated crown maintained 
By vice and cruelty : (but now 
it fat uneafy on his brow ; 
And various troubles round him ro&^ 
Which gave the tyrant rio repofe) 

Thi 
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^^ni^re was a prieft of blameieft life, 
Nam'd Zacb^riai ; and his wife 
Eliz^Kdi : From Aaran's feed 
Alike liie pious ]pair proceed: 
Of Ifrad'j Gob they flood in awe. 
His temple lov'd, and kept his law i 
Yet ksd this viituOus happy pair 
Liv'd to old afp without an heir. 
^ he mokioi, in his tunn 
To make the finoking incenfe burn| 
^«fixe heoo the altar laid, 
^ people at a diftance prayed | 
^c cloud aiofe ; and on the sight 
^^ heavenly form appeared in (igfat. 
^ prieft, with fear mmL wild amase^ 
^^^eated fiXNn the beamy blaee: 
^^n inftantly the angel cries, 
I^ious pried ! all fear defpifc ; 
^^^ ast the £ivourite of the flues ; 



And 
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And God, propitious to thy prayer, 
AVill caufe thy aged wife to bear* 
John fhalt thou call thy infant fon. 
And gladnefs thro' thy houfe fhall run : 
GoD*s Spirit on the youth fhall reft; 
And, with peculiar favour bleft, 
^With glowing zeal his heart fhall burn, . 
And many he to Cod fhall turn. 
The God whofe prefence Ifrael waits, 
Defcends from heaven's eternal gates! 
He comes ! He comes without delay! 
The prophet fhall prepare his way. 
To this the wondering prieft replies : 
Give me fome' token from the fkies, 
That it fhall be as thou haft told ; 
For both my wife and I are old. 
The angel with a frown returned, 
(While ftill his glory brighter burn'd,) 
To chafe thy fcruples, be it known, 
i iland before the eternal throne ; 

Gab 
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Gabriel my name in heaven. Should I, 
Doft thou fuppofe, come here to lie ! 
No more indulge thy .doubt ; be dumb 
Till the appointed time fliall come I 

The heavenly power, thus having fpoke, 
Afccnding in the inCenfe' fmoke, 
Vanifli'd from fight. The prieft, afraid, 
Aftonifii'd by the altar ftay'd. 
^The fragrant incenfe ceas*d to bum ; y 

THc people wait for his return ; > 

. And numbers feek the caufe to learn. ). 

! ' To them he beckoned with his hand ; 
; "o power of fpeech he can command. 
^tn to his houfe he foon withdraws, 
And leaves them wondering at the caufe* 

Soon the predi6led blefling came ; 
And pregnant grew the joyful dame, 
'^nen in due time a fon fhe bore, 
*"« father then waft dumb no morc«^ 

. 2 
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Loud ftnuns of joy, and fongs of -prmksy 
The whole affe6ted houfhold nufe. 
John was the name he gave the bojr. 
Who flood his parents' pride and joy : 
Strong grew the youth, and mudi his mhld 
To contemplation was inclined : 
In the lone Aefert he abode, 
Till he came forth to fpeak for Go». 

HISTORY «HB SECOND. 

The Angel Gabriel appears to the Virgin Mm 
mnd foretells the Conception and Birth of Chnfi 

AND now, commiffion'd from the ftiw 
To Judak's plains great Cabrlcl Ahsz 
Juft at the opening verge of day 
To Nazareth he wing'd his way: 
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On Hcli*s houfc his glory falls, 
And fliines upon the humble walls. 
One virgitt daughter blcfs'd the fire, 
Whom all the neighbouring youth admire, 
for every maiden virtue known, 
And paft compare her beauty (hone. 
Jofcphto her had paid his vows, 
And his addrefs the fair allows. 

Bright as the burning beams of day, x- 

With garments white and pure as they, > 

The arigel came where Mary lay ; J 

With his foft touch awoke the maid, 
He fmil'd. around, and thus he faid: 
^^ir virgin, hail ! in favour high 
With the great monarch of the fky : 
neayen's chpiceft bleflings on thee refl;, 
"^ou more than, all thy fex.art blefs'd. 
dazzled with heavenly gloiy bright, 
■^e virgin fcarcc .pould bear the fig^t. 

.VoLav, ' Q Vfitk 
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With milder beams the angel (hines, 
And to the wondering fair rejoins : 
Let no chill fear thy thoughts confound^ 
For, Mary, thouhaft favour found; 
Favour with XjOd, and bom of tjicc 
His Ifrael fhall their Saviour fee. 
A Ton thou fhalt conceive and bear^ 
To David's houfe'hc (hall be heir. 
The name of JESUS fhall be given 
;To the young child, the heir of heaven- 2r 
liis father's throne he fhaU aiccnd, 
And of his kingdom be no end. 
.How can it be ! the maid reply *d : 
'Tis known I am not yet a bride; 
And fli 11 remain unftain'd, and purer— ^ 
The great prediftion yet is furc : 
For the Supreme Eternal Mind 
Is not to common means confin'd, 
Reply 'd the angel : Thou, this hour 
Made pregnant by his mighty powcr| 

2 
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in due time Messiah bear: 
>oil of God fhall be thy care ; 
leir of Heaven (hall fuck thy breafl,. 
wondering nations hail thee bled! 
F a token thou require, 
acharias' houfe retire, 
the increafing joy attend 
y dear relative and friend ; 
:n no more, but pregnant now, 
aonths are paft, I fcarce know how 
sar my joy, reply'd the maid ; 
y let it be as thou had faid ! 
e virgin then, without delay, 
Judah's mountains took her way. 
n to her kinfman*s houfe fl.e came,, 
faw with joy the pregnant dame, 

both unite to praife the Lord, 

reft, depending on his^ word. 
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HISTORY THE THIRD; 

The Birth of Chrijl, and the immediaU CirC "^ 
fiances that attended it, 

Luke, ch. 11. 

T^TOW by the Spirit of the Lord^ 

According to his heavenly word^ 
The fpotlefs virgin pregnant grows ; 
And foon the facred burden fhews. 
Of this her lover Jofcph heard, 
^nd the good man in grief appear'd*. 
He had efpous'd the holy maid ; -i- 

Some time the nuptials were delayed : 
But now the happy time was come 
He thought to take the fair one home. 
At her difhonour much he griev'd, 
A fault which could not be retrieved : 
But pity urg*d him yet to fpare 
The falfc and violated, fair^ 

A» 
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-^^s he ccmcludes hen Forc*d to part, 
^^-le ftrives to tear her from his heart : 
"^et her difhonour will not fpread ; 
Sut fears to^take her to his bed. 

While the good man had thus decreed,- 
" ^ut doubted how he (hould proceed ; 
^y night a vifion on him (hone, 
^nd thus the Lord his will made known Z- 
No longer, Jofeph, be afraid, 
But to thy bofom take the maid, 
Unftain'd and pure as virgin fnows : 
The facred burden, which (he fhews. 
From Heaven proceeds. A fon fhc'll bear^. 
To David's houfe he (hall bo heir : 
And JESUS thou his name (halt call ; 
The prince of heaven, the Lord of allr 
And when his father's throne he wins,.. 
He'll fave his people from their ftns. 
The good man wakes with glad furprize ;. 
Near to his heart the virgin lies ^ 

Then 
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Then foon hcrhufband's houfe fhe gainsy 
But he from nuptial joys ablhuns 
Till her appointed time was run. 
And (he brought forth her heavenly fon.- 

Now mighty Rome*s imperial fway 
The nations of the world obey. 
Auguftus had the fceptrc gain'd ; 
And he in peace and glory reign *d : 
When through the various conquer'd lands 
The monarch's high decree * commands^ 
In every town a ftrid furvey> 
That all may lawful tribute pay. 

As 

• This decree was paffcd at Rome three years before th 
birth of Chrift. So much time >\'as taken in carrying 
throu|^ the other provinces of the empire, a regifter wi 
now made in the feveral cities of Jadea : but no taxes wei 
paid to the Romans till twelve years after this time,, wlie 
Archelaus, the fon of Herod, was put down from his g» 
, vernment for his injuflice and other crimes, and Judca w; 
formed into a Roman provi:;cc. 
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As Jofcph and his virgin bride 
To David's houfc were both ally'd, 
On this occafion they went down 
To Bethlehem, the ancient town 
From which the royal foat arofe ; 
"Where a great crowd of people goes : 
And as the monarch gave command, 
.They- regifler*d in order fland. 

The- time arrived when they were there, 
Which all the fair when pregnant fear: 
No room could any inn afford 
For heaven's high King, creation's Lord, 
Now to be bom. The holy maid 
. Was in an homely ftable laid, 

Now her appointed time was run, 
. And there brought forth her heavenly fon.* 
But though the earth no honour gave 

* To heaven's great Prince, who came to fave ; 

His 
* It is generally allowed hy chronologers, that Chrift 

• Vf-as born four y:ars before the vulgar acra, 
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His happy birth the angels fmg, 
And joyful hail the new-born King* 
Now night her fable mantle threw, 
And Judah*3 hills had hid from view; 
When on the neighbouring mountain fide 
The fhepherds all the night abide 
Attentive to their fleecy care, 
And fcorn the chains of deep to wear : 
In midnight gloom the mountains lie, 
Hufh'd were the winds, and clear the fky; 
When fudden on their wondering fight 
Darted a blaze of heavenly light : 
An angel form the fhepherds faw, 
And {hook around with trembling awe; 
When foon defcends, on a bright cloud. 
The heavenly youth, and cries aloud : 
Baniflfi your fears, ye favoured fwains ! 
Let gladnefs reign through Judah*s plains} 
Glad tidings from the fl?.ies we bring I 
Let Zioo hail her new-born King ! 

A 
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^t Bethlehem, this happy mom, 
^He long-prediftcd babe is born. 
-* Here the young prince, ordain'd to rife, 
The Saviour fent you from the (kies, 
. ^"^ow in a humble manger lies, 
^hilc thus he fpake, a flood oflight 
*n:im.cdiate burft upon the fight, 
^^<i through the concave of the (ky 
^^^ft crowds of burning feraphs fly ; 
'^^^ heaven defcends to earthly plains; 
"^^^ici thus were heard their facred drains : 
^Ory to God, ye feraphs, raife! 
^t every harp refound his praifc ! 
"*^^Vr bright in heaven his goodnefs (hines ! 
"^^^^^W wonderful are his defigns ! 
^t all the flties adore his plan 
-^ love and peace to fallen man ! 
^^hus having fan^, the heavenly train 
^^ fummit of the fky regain : 
X^OL. IV. R And 
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And when the mom reftor'd the day, 
The wondering fhepherds take thrir way 
To Bcthlehctn, with anxious inind, 
And there the holy babe they find 
New bom, and in a manger laid, 
Dire£ily as the angel faid. 
The virgin mother wondering heard 
How Heaven had in her caufe appeared; 
And while their tale the fhepherds told, 
With wonder all the babe behold* 
Then while their hearts with rapture bun 
To their own flocks the fwains retiim*d : 
Loud flrains of praife their lips proclaim^ 
And great Messiah was their theme* 



HISTO 
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HISTORY THE FOURTH. 

Chrijb prefenttd in ih/: Tmplt^ 
Luke, ch, ii. 

*^pHE eighth g!ad mom was fecn to rifej 
The holy babe th*y circumcifc y 

JESXJS the wonderous chilxJ was namM, 
As e'er his birth by Heaven proclaim'cl. 

And when the moon her rotmd fu>fill'd. 
They to the temple takt the cTiild : 
There with her infant in her hands 
The virgin by the altar ftands ; 
And, as the Isfw comm^ds it done, 
Prefents her ofFcring and h«r fon : 
%yhen with his fpirit all on flame, 
Amongft the crowd old Simeoil came ; 
Who, highly fevour'd by the (ky, 
The Lord had Ihc.wn he (hould not die 

R 2 Before 
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Before the Saviour he beheld : 
And now by heavenly power impeird. 
His aged arms the infant take. 
And loud exulting thus he fpake : 
Lord, 'tis enough ! now let me die ! 
And join the praifes of the (ky. 
True to thy promife thou had b^n ! 
I have thy great falvation fecn ! 
And thou, blefs'd babe, ordain'd to rife 
Bright as a flar that decks the (kies, 
0*cr heathen bands Qialt (hine confefs'd. 
And Ifracl fhall in thee be blefs'd. 
While in the lofty temple flay'd 
The infant, and the holy maid, 
With eager Heps, and ardent mind, 
The general joy a matron join'd. 
Who always to the temple came ; 
And pious Anna was her name : 
A prophetefs advanc'd in age ; 
And flie, infpir'd with holy rage, 

The 
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^he mother and the child farvcys 
'^^itH loudeft flFains of lofty praife. 



HISTORY THE FIFTH. 

^ O^driw^j of the Ec^m Sages : The Murder 
^f the Innocents : The Departure of the Holy 
•^^mily to Egypt ^ and their Return. 

Matt. ch. ii. 

C ^Onfpicuous in the eaflern fkies, 

While a long train of glories rife, 
'^ ftar, like that which gilds the morn, 
^oclaims the great Messiah born: 
'^^ foon a learned train repairs, 
^3.t read the language of the ftars, 
^ Salem's towers ; and offerings bring, 

^ft\ing to find the new-born king, 
^ l^erod*s court they all repair, 
^^ make the great enquiry there: 

3 Our 
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ar pious zeal, they en', purfiies 

• mighty king born to the Jcw;> ; - 
n our own country from afar 

IVilh joy wc have beheld his (lar, 
And come to worfhip : tell us where r 
The n>)'al babe is to appear. 

Alarm *d the gloomy tyrant heard. 
And for his falling crown he fear*d. 
Grown old in murder and in blood, 
His tottering throne but feebly ftood : 
One faithful friend he did not know. 
But counted every man his foe ; 
And in his wicked heart decreed 
This babe, where'er he was, to bleed: 
But hides his bafe dcfign with care. 
And fpeaks the eaflern (ages fair. 
To the Sanhedrim ♦ he applies, 
To fearch the ancient prophecies, 

• The grtat connftl of the Jcv.«, confiftin j 
<"fthe chief pi ieft. cMcrs, and Icamcd men. 
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The Birth, of Cltriit 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 127 

^vxxclgive the certain knowledge where 

^^ great Messiah fhould appear. 

''^^ Bethlehem, they all reply ; 

^^ch is the.language of the Iky, 
la 

■^y prophets taught. The monarch then 
^cnds the enquiring learned men, 
^^Hring, if their queft fucceed, • 
^^ey to his court will fend with fpeed ; 
*-**■ if he once the child could view, 
^ tK pious «cal he'd worftiip too. 
Tlic eaflern chiefs without delay 
^ licthlchem purfue their way. 
'^'Xicdiate brightening all the Ikies, 
^ glorious ftar ♦ was feen to rife ; 
*^^ leads the. much rejoicing train 
^^r each hill, and vale, and plain ; 

Then 

*Xliu fplendid appearance could be no other than a 

^^Or or globe of light in the atmofphere, for no fixed 

**» planet, or coraet could ftand over any particular houfc, 

**t country, or nation. 
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Then where the royal babe was laid, 
• Direftly o'er the houfe it (lay'd. 
With joy the chiefs the ^hild behold, 
They offer frankinccnfe and gold, 
With various forts of precious (lores. 
Which the rich call in plenty pours. 
But they to Herod ne'er return ; 
For fo the will of Heaven they learn, 
By vifion taught. Then each regains 
Their own rich mountains, and their plai 
And joy in every bofom fprings ; 
For they had feen the King of kings I 

Soon after this an angel came, 
And ftood by Jofeph in a dream : 

Jofeph, he cry'd, without delay 

The child and mother take away ; 

Them both to diflant Egypt bring, 

Or Judah's hated tyrant king 

The lovely infant will deftroy. 

The family dircftly fly 



A 
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hills and each fair plain, 

3 land of Egypt gain, 

in peace long time remain ; 

aid his hated head 
vile and worthlefs dead* 

s tyrant, when he leam'd 

e men had not return'd| 

irted from the land, 

f his high command ; 
cruelty decreed 

le infant race to bleed, 

:wo years old were found 

m, and the country round, 

the tyrant's aim 

ufHan foldiers came ; 

iheir mothers' breafts they tora^ 

s flreams ran infant gore, 

geance feiz*d old Herod's breathy 

e tyrant low in death; 

S Whttt 
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When from the (kies an angel came. 
And told good Jofeph, in a dreatn. 
That Ifrael's land he might explore^ 
For cruel Herod was no more. 
"With ready zeal the fire returned ; 
But foon with great concern he learned. 
That though the tyrant king was dead. 
Now reign'd o'er Judah in his; (lead 
His fon Archclaus. + Full of fear. 
The wary chief would not go there : 
To Calilee he turn'd afide, 
And would in Nazareth ahide* 
When, fixing in their firft abode, 
The pair brought up the Son of God ; 
Who fubjeft to their rule remained. 
Till he his thirtieth year had gainM. 

histor: 

+ Ai Herod Antipas, another of Herod's fons, bad ■ 
government of Galilee, it muft bcfuppofed,that Archel- 
was noted for a difpofition like his father, -which wai ^ 
reafoa that Jofcph was afraid to enter bis kingdom* 
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HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

ijl difputcth with the DoEtors in the TcmpU% 

Luke, ch. ii. 

row twice fix times the circling fun 

Had through the winding zodiac ruH) 
ce he beheld the happy mom 
len the great Prince of peace was bom, 
parents every rolling year 
great Jerufalem appear, 
eat the paflbver, and praife 
i God that meafures out our days, 
th them, all amiable and mild, 
ly now had brought the holy child, 
ig as the rites require they ftay, 
;n joyful homeward take their way, 
2 firft day's journey they had mn, 
len evening came they mifs*d their fon : 

Sa They 
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They fcarch'd.amongft their kindred ro 
But yet the child could not he found : 
Then hack they tread the road with pa 
And fearch'd through Salem ; hut in v< 
-Three days they fought ; and wonderinj 
Amongft a hand of learned men, 
In clofe dehate on themes profound. 
Within the temple's holy ground. 
The much-admired child they found. 
AH wonder'd at his mighty mind : 
Hq to his parents flood refign'd ; 
And with them to their houfe proceeds, 
Till call'd by Heaven to greater deeds. 



HIST( 
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HISTORY THu SEVENTH. 

l£l^^ Life^ Preachings and Death of John the 

Baptiji. ' 

^ati. ch. iii. Mark^ ch. i. Luke^ ch. iii. 
jfohn^ ch. i. 

T^^/TOW rapid time, with ccafclcfsTpccd, 

Had brought the days by Heaven decreed 
To open the defigns of grace 
To man's rebellious fallen race : 
^^ien the eternal God infpires, 
^^ith holy zeal and heavenly fires, 
«is fervant John. Long he abode 
^^ private, and convers'd with God 
*^ the lon^e dcfert ; coarfe his fare, 
-^nd contemplation all his care : 
"^ ^«U3iePs fkin had wrapt him round, 
'♦^d .with a leathern girdle bound j 

On 
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On Jordan's banks the holy man 
The glorious work of God began. 
Beneath the open azure fkieS| 
With facred zeal, he prophefies : 
Thy God, O Ifracl, comes ! let all 
In deep abafement proflrate fall : 
Repent of each detefled flairt ! 
And hail the glories of his reign I 
From every fin and folly turn ; 
For like a fire his wrath will burn, 
Confuming both the earth and {kies. 
As raging flame the chaff dcflroys. 

The nation heard the heavenly ftrain, 
Nor long the prophet preach'd in vain ; 
Vaft crowds attend the awful found 
From all the neigbouring regions round ; 
Confefling all their fins they came, 
And were baptized in Jordan's flream, 
Which breaks on Enon*s winding fhores, 
Or through rich Salem's paftures roars. 
I ^ T 
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lot, they heard the prophet fay, 
:ain has wafh*d your flains away ; 
the ncw-baptiz'd attend, 
their wicked ways amend. 
:ree*s root the ax is laid, 
foon will fell the lofty fhadc : 
pretence can fave ; but all 
ar not fruit Ihall furely fall. 
I ardent zeal the prophet tries 
h the nation to be wife : 
no prieft or doftor car'd ; 
:e, howe*cr exalted, fpar'd : 
:e{luous king he boldly blam'd, 
I his evil deeds proclaimed ; 
3y outrageous paflion led, 
c defil'd his brother's bed ; 
) indulge his lawlefs flame, 
lis court detained the dame : 
r his horrid love allows, 
Duld be thought bis lawful fpoufe. 

Three 
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Three ycar^ the fcer, by Heaven's commandi 
Repentance preach 'd o'er all iht land : 
But if Messiah e'er was nam'd, 
The glorious title he difclaim'd* 
But as too plain his fpeech had b«eii| 
And rous'd the vengeance of the + queen j* 

The 

-f This princefs, whofe name was Herodias, was daiigH- 
tcr to Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod by Mariamnc; who 
was put to death by the cruelty of his father. She was 
firft married to Herod Philip, her uncle ; but afterwards 
eloped from him, to marry Herod Antipas, the governor 
of Galilee, his brother ; who being fhftrply repnmd by ' 
John the Bapiifl, was fo offended that he committed htat 
to prifpn ; but durft not put him to death, for fear of the 
people ; till, on his birth-day, the daughter of Herodias 
having exceedingly pleafcd him by her dancing, he pro- 
mifed with an oath, to give her whatever (he defired. The 
damfel, being inilrufled by her mother, demanded the 
head of John the Baptift ; which was given her ; the* pkXH 
phct being beheaded in priibo. 
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The king, the haughty fiir to plcafc. 
The man of God in prifoa lays : 
And there the prophet muft abidc^ 
Till by her wicked arts he dy'd. 

HISTORY THE EIGHTH. 

Chrift^s Baptifm^ ^ajling, and Tcmptatiortm 

^^t, ch, iii, & iv. Mark^ ch. i. Lukr, 
ch. iii. & iv. 

IX/HEN three revolving years had ran, 

Sincetbe great Baptift firft began 
^ work of God ; to Jordan's ftream 
^^Jiongft the reft the Saviour came : 
*ptifmal rites he there demands : 
*'^eholy man reluftant ftands; 
^^ not unknown to him drew nigh 
^^ Son of God. And have not I, 
, ** hafte the prophet cryM, more need 
Q be baptized by thee ! Proceed 
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In this I dare not. Chrift replies, 

With heavenly mildnefs in his eyes, 

It is my mighty Father's will 

That I all righteoufnefs fulfil ; 

Then fuffer it to be. The feer, 

No longer touch'd by timorous fear, 

To him, in Jordan's rolling wave, 

The facred rite dire6lly gave. 

The God, afcending from the floo<J, 

On the green margin praying flood; 

When down from the obferving fkies. 

Dove-like, the Eternal Spirit flies; 

And on his holy head appeared, 

While from on high thefe founds were heardL 

This is my well-beloved Son ! 

Well-pleas'd I view what he hath done ! 

He comes to take your fins away : 

Hear, all ye nations, and obey ! 

To the lone defert, from the Aream, 
The Son of God, the Saviour came : 

1 bcci 
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^EDeep in the bofom of the (hade 
Xrle meditated, and he pray'd 
full forty days. But nature fails, 
.^nd raging hunger now prevails, 
^Old Satan the advantage takes, 
^nd foon a furious onfet makes : 
J[n human form the fiend appeared, 
And thus his fraudful voice was heard : 
Art thou the Son of God indeed! 
And of provifions (land in need ! 
If thou art Heaven's almighty Lord, 
All nature will obey thy word : 
Then change at once thefc ilones to bread^ 
And let both thee and I be fed. 
The Son of Gqd through his difguife 
The fiend well knew ; and thus replies : 
The God that o*er creation reigns, 
The numerous race of man fuftains 
Py fuch provifions, and fuch means 

As 
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As his own will prcfcribcs, 'Tis knowr^-^ 

Man docs not live by bread alone ; 

But manna, * if it plcafc the Lord : 

So is it written in his \«;^ord. 

The baffled fiend his power ftill tries ; 

And with the great Redeemer flies 

To where the temple's turrets rife, . 

The pinnacle, aloft in air, 

He makes his choice, and fcts him there ; 

Now if thy. claim be jufl:, he cries, 

This giddy height thou may'ft defpife;. 

And, fare to win. great Judah's croWn,. 

In open view thyfelf cad down : 

If thou art Pleaycn's eternal heir, 

Not this great, fall can be thy fear ; 

For God, whofe word is fure, hathfaidi: 

He*ll fend his angels to thy aid ; 

Thou to all hurt fhalt {land unknown. 

Nor dafh thy foot againft a ftonc* 

• Dcut. vixi. 3# 
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■ Son of God the tempter ey*d 
th full difdain, and thus reply *d : 
5ugh Satan now would fiiin be wife, 
t written word againd him lies ; 

no prefumpf uous paths be trod ; 
ou (halt not tem.pt. the Lord thy Goo I 
:h is his word. The wily fiend, 
ough twice repuls'd, as yet difdain'd . 
yield the vi^ry won. Then takes 
z great Redeemer up, and makes- 

a vail mountain, on the crow^ .. 
fets the facred burden down. 
m by his bold dekifivft powers 
brings vaft cities, temples, towers^ 
d all^he glorious glittering things 
lich wait oi^ empires, and on kings, . 
1 on the fight ; all round they lie, 
d fwell upon the wandering eye : 
fill the heart the whole combines, 
,d aJl- the. gaudy iandfcapc fhines. 



142 HISTORY of the BIBLE, 
All this, the daemon cries, is mine. 
And by my gift it lliall be thine : 
If o'er the earth's extended plain 
It be thy noble choice to reign, 
Fall down and worfhip me. And ftiall, 
The Saviour cry'd, I floop to fall 
And worfhip Satan ! when the Lord 
Hath taught his people by his word, 
No impious idol gods to own ; 
But worfhip him, and him alone. 
Thou and thy wiles are all difdain'd ! 
Then get thee back to hell, thou fiend ! 
Away the vanifh'd tempter fneaks. 
And foon uncommon glory breaks 
FHom a bright cloud : and then defcends 
A flight of cherubs, which attends 
On the exalted King of kings, 
And heavenly food in plenty brings. 



HISTO*^ ^ 
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il STORY THE NIN tH. 

AJc, DoHrine, and Miracles of Chrift^fram 
: Beginning of his public Minifiry^ ♦ to ' the 
'-rjl Fajfovtr. 

Collefted from the Four Evangellfts. 

W 7HEN from the chcarful eyes of day 

ConceaPd the noble Baptift lay, 
craufe to blame the king he dar'd. 
Ox vice, though on a throne, had fpar'd ; 
He Son of God, by Heaven rever*d, 
^ the great ivork himfelf appcar*d. 
^y power divine he wonders wrought, 
^He will of God fublimcly taught: 

From 
* The opening of -the glorious Gofpcl was carried on 
i^ut three yeirs and a half under the miniftry of John the 
^ptift, who beii\g at that time caft into prifon, Chrift hixn- 
'^^ continued it for three years and a half more, till the 
^^c of hi» crucifixion. 

PaiDlACX. 
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From every vice and folly draws, 

And firm in truth and virtue's caufe, 

Unmov'd he flood, both day and night, 

Brought immortality to light ; 

Then to fecurtf eternal- joys 

To all his faithful followers, dies. 

Beyond great Judah's noted tide 
The Baptift faw the Lord, atid^cry'd, 
Behold the Lamb of God ! TKis heard 
inquiring Peter, and appeared 
With pious Andrew. They were johi'd, 
With eager fteps and ardent mirid, 
By Philip and Nathanacl. All 
With joy On the Redeemer call, 
As GoD*s high Son, ^nd Ifrael's king, 
Who gteat falvation came to bring. 

At Cana was a marriage feafl ; 
The mother of the Lord was gueft : 
Jefus with his difciples join ; 
But e'er 'twas o'er they wanted wine. 
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iiy the cafe before him laid, 
.d bids them do whatc'cr he faid. 
c fervants eyes were fix'd on him ; 

bids them fill up to the brim 
ith water clear, fix large flone jars : 
ey fill, and draw ; a fervant bean 
ick to the ruler of the fcaft^ 
10 foon declares this wine the be ft. 
5 thing was knmvn, and all admir'd 5 
th full belief his train retirki. 
hen to Capernaum goes the Lord, 
i there he preached the heavenly word ; 
h ardent zeal the people taught, 
I wonderous works amongft them wrought : 
foon to Zion takes his way, 
re to attend the folemn day 
cn they pafchal fcafl prepar*d, 
^hich the nation yearly fhar'd. 
re when his angry eye furve'y'd 

people carrying on their trade 

OL. IV. U Within 
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Witiiin tlie temple's facrcd walls, 
W'iih a (mall whip he on them falls; 
Drives all before him as he goes, 
And all their tables overthrows. 
Then in the city he proceeds 
I'o miracles and mighty deeds. 

To him a learned doftor came ; ' 
And Nicodemus was his name : 
But came by nighty difgrace to (hun, 
And to the Lord his language run : 
Thou art a teacher fcnt from heaven ; 
For not to common men is given 
To work fuch wonders. Chrift replies, 
To heavenly glories none can rife 
I'xccpt they're born again. The chief 
Concludes this doftrine pad belief, 
So ftrange it fecms. The Lord rejoins, 
While in his face frcfii glory fiiines, 
That all mufl: be, who to him turn, 
t)f water and the fpiiit boin. 

3 1 
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r In. c heavenly teacher then declares, 
^•^^^^tsile the learn 'd fcribe with- wonder hears, 
-'^Hat as the fcrpent high aj)peard, 
^^^liich Mofes in the defert rear'd, 
^^^ muH. the Son of God on high 
•^ <^ fave the men that own him die ; 
■^^t^d who believes, and loves his ways, 
^^•^ will to life eternal raifc* 



HISTORY THE TENTH. 

-^Ac Life^ DoElrine, and Miracles of Chrijt con- 
tinued^ from the Firjl to the Second Pajfover 
^fier the Commencement 0/ his public Minijiry. 

Collefted from the Four Evangelifls. 

T^TOW Chrift and his difciples came 

To facrcd Jordan's fwelling ftream : 
Iherc, while the rapid current rolls, 
^^ Spread abroad the food for fouls ; 

U 2 Am! 



148 HISTORY of the B.1BLE.. 
And thofe who by his words abide 
Baptizes * in the flowing tide. 
Prodigious crowds each day appear. 
And prefs about the Saviour there, • 

Then fam'd for his imrhortal deeds. 
To Galilee he foon proceeds. 
His way lies through Samaria's plains, 
Whofe hatred to the Jews remains ; 
And, while the noon's bright fplendors blazp*^^ 
Near Shechem*s ancient town he ftays : 
And there with wearinefe opprefs'd 
At Jacob's well he (its to refti 
A woman foon app roach 'd to draw, 
Whom when the great Redeemer faw, 
He afks to drink : and then fuccceds 
A fhort difcourfe, when Chrifl proceeds 
To inform the fair, that God mod high 
To all true worfliippers is nigh : 

Tc^" 
* Chiift bapti,-f.J not liimftlfj but by hi? difrijJrs. " ^ 
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-^0 every prayer his ear he'll bend ; 
^i nations need no more contend 
"^^ut the place where heaven's high Loji q 
^11 his.mofl holy, name record. 
*^c Saviour farther to the fair 
"^^cccdsh; million to declare ; 
"^^d mentions her moil fecret deeds,. 

^ which her full bejief fuccceds. 

'^iic tells the townfmcn : they believe, 

"^nd.with glad hearts the truth receive ;. 

'^^vite the Lord- : and two full days 

i^'ith them at Shechem Jesus {lays. 

To Nazareth then proceeds the Lord,. 
There boldly preach'd the heavenly wordj^; 
And plainly tohimfclf applies 
Part of Ifaiah's prophecies. 
Though they admire his manly ftnfc, 
His meannefs gives them v.aft offence: 
Who is this man, they jointly cry ! 
What is he more than you or I ! 

111^ 
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His parents and his trade we know, 
Why (hould he be exalted fo ! 
Whh gentle blame the Lord replies, 
That their objcftion is not wife : 
No prophet that e'er yet appeared 
Was in his. native place revcr'd. 
Enrag'd the townfmen rife, and cr^*^. 
That he for this defer ves to die : 
Then lead him to the motintain*s crown, 
With full defign to throw him down : 
But, ovcr-aw*d by power divine, 
They quickly drop the bafe defign : 
forth from tlie crowd the Saviour goes, 
Not one amongfl them dare oppofc. 

Frorti thence to Cana Chrift proceeds, 
And marks his way with mightv deeds. 
A nobleman of wealth and fame 
To liim from f*iir Capernaum came; 

For 
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^*^«" liis fick fon he of the Lord, 
^ H umble ftrain, a cure implor'd. 
'^•s moment is thy fon reflorM. 
^piirt in peace! the Lord returned : 
"**^ S*^"s, and foon the truth he Icam'd ; 
^^ Tvant came the news lo tell, 
^«*ti from that hour his fon was welL 
"^*^ <5w to the margin of the main * 
^^cicnds the Saviour with his train ; 
*^^ divers there his eye furvey'd, 
^^^nding on their fifhing trade. 
'^ *^*^On and Andrew called he ; 
^<i the two fons of Zebedee. 
^^Cintivc to the heavenly call, 
^^y leave their work, and follow all. 

Chrift 

The fca or lake fo often mentioned in the Evangeliftx, 
^* tlic fca of Tiberias ; or, which is the fame, the lake of 
*^^^^cfarcth; which, according to Jofephus> was loo fur- 
*^S« in length and 40 wide. 
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Cl'.rift to Capernaum takes his wary-; 
And preaching on the fabbath day, 
A man appeared among (I the reft 
That by a dscnion was poffeft. 
The fiend cry*d oUt, Let us alone ! 
Thou art by all our legions known-; 
Jcfus of Nazareth, each one knows ; 
Wc dare not thy comfnand oppofe, 
But jointly tremble at thy nod ; 
Thou art the Holy One of Gob ! 
Then hold thy peace, the Saviour faid, 
And leave the man ! The fiend obey*d» 
Then cry*d the crowd in wild amaze, 
What power is this which hell obeys 1 

To Peter's houfe the Saviour went, 
Whofe mother all her friends laments 
A burning fever fhc fuftains, 
And fafl: the dire diftemper gains : 
They feck the Lord ; their fuit he hears: 
The fever inftant difappcars, 

Rcbuk^A 
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buk'd by him. The matron rofc, 
d to her ufual bufinefs gOes. 
I o'er the country fpread his fame ; 
e fick, and the difeafed came, 
latever mifertcs they endure, 
5y by his word receive a cure. 

word none dare to difobey ; 

devils howl, and leave their prey. 

hen to the defert he repairs," 

i' fpreads before the Lor.o his pray erg. 

len found, the multitude in vain 

- great Redeemer would detain. 
Various eities he proceeds, 

i there performs immortal deeds : 

- friend of all mankind he ftood, 
i fpent his days in doing good« 
^gain he to Capernaum came, 
^ich founded forth His former fame* 

^ pcefiing crowd with pain he bore ; 

d foon retreated to the (horc 

^OL, IV, X Of 
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Of the Salt Lake. A fliip he takes, 
And from the deck a fennon makes : 
(The fhip ^was Peter's) when he ceas'dy 
The Lord the owner thus addrefs'dt 
Put out to fea, and for a draught 
Let down your net. They did ; and caugl 
Fifli in fuch numbers, from the main, 
As two fairihips could fcarce contain. 

The fea -beat ftiore the Saviour leaves; 
And -in the city fuocour gives 
To a poor ieper, who apply'd, 
Lord, thou canft make me clean ! he cry'd 
The Son, of God with pity heard ; 
The leprofy no more appeared. 
But from his touch immediate flies. 
Then one was brought that helplefs lies. 
By a dead palfy long confined ; 
To make him way the fervants join'd : 
But fuch vaft crowds the Lord furround, 
His eameft friends no method found 

. 1 
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To bring him near. Acccfs to gain, 
^^1:^ the houfe-top afcend the train ; 
'J^^Irxc roof untile ; and from the crown 
Tii.cy let the paralytic down, 
Tl-ie LoifD wcU-pleas'd the deed furveyf^ 
Thy fins are all forgiven ! he fays. 
TTlxe haughty fcribes and pharifces 
Aixcn charge the Lord with blafphemieC 
Clirift let them know, when men believe 
Tl-^cir Saviour can their fins forgive* 
raic up thy bed, and go thy way ! 
*"^cy hear him to the lame man fay : 
*^hcn at the word behold him rife ; 
^^d Ifrael's Goo he glorifies. 

*Thc; Roman tribute to receive, 
^^hich all the Jews reluftant give, 

^^ Matthew at the appointed place*. 
J^*Us, "with, kindnefs in his face, * 
^held ; and, Follow me, he faid, 
*"ic publican the Lord obey 'd.. 

X 2 With 
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\Vith ready heart his train he join 'd. 
And left his ca(h and books behind* 
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The Lijc, DoHrine, and Miracks of Chrijt cok ^^"^^ 
iinued Jrain the Second to the Tfiird Faffovtr^ mj^ft 
iijter the Commencement oj his public Minijlrym. "-C-ZT^' 

Collcftcd from the Four Eivangelifts- 

''in HEN Jefus rofc to Zion*s towers, 
Where the affenrfblcd nation pours 
To the paflbver's annual feaft; 
And there he fuccours the diftrcfs'd. 

Soon to Bethefda's pool he goes ; 
And there his God-like mercy fhcwit 
To a poor cripple, who appears 
1\) have been lame near forty years. 
Take up thy bed, and walk \ then fay* 
The Son of God : the man obeys, 

2 Tako^s'^ 
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*!Xakes up his bed, and through the ftreets 
*^hc burden bears. But foon he nicety 
*Xhe angry Jews ; and this their flrain, 
^low dar'ft thou boldly thus profane 
The fabbath-day I The Inan, he faid, 
That cur'd me, bid me bear my bed, 
^Vho is that man I they fierce enquired ;. 
^ut Jefus had e'er this retired, 
-At length 'twas known : and then they tryf 
That juftly be dcferves to die r 
-And him with hatred they regard, 
JBecaufc he had himfelf declared 
The Son of God* Then through the field^ 
"While Judah's land ita harveft yields, 
The Lord proceeds with all his train, 
-And nodding bends the yellow grain* 
Twas 'on the facred fabbath-day, 
-And as they went along the way, 
The ears they pluck, the corn they paf, 
-A.nd (haye well-pleas'd the rural treat, 

Tl 
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The pliarifccs aloud complain. 
That they the fabbath-day profane.. 
Jcfus replies, and gives the word, 
That of the fabbath he is Lord. 

Then to Capernaum, high in fame. 
He the fuccecding fabbath, came.. 
The fynagoguc his train revere,. 
And join the facrcd worfhip there.- 
Amongfl the red was feen to fland 
A cripple with a withered hand ; 
The Lord difpels the dire difeafe.. 
The pharifccs a tumult raife, 
TJic fierce Herodlans join the cry; 
And doom the Son of God to die.. 

To the fea coaft the Lord retired :: 
The multitude his deeds admired : 
Prodigious crowds attend him there, 
His works to. fee, and words to hear.. 
The prefs to fhun, without delay 
He left the (liore, and crofs*d the fea*. 

Ta 
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^^ SI bleak mountain he repairs, 
■^^^ci fpends the night in fervent prayers, 
'^^'^xie retir'd. When morning rofc, 
^^ <iown to his difciples goes ; 
■^^^d from the number, twelve he chofe 
"^I^oftles ; in commiflion join'd, 
"■^ *^ preach his name to all mankind* 
■*- *^eii (landing on the mountain fide, 
w *-*ic crowd below extended wide) 
■^ ^^ a. fuUime, immortal ftrain 
^*^ then proceeded to explain 
^^ is moral precepts ; and difplays 
"^^^ofe God-like virtues, which will raifo ' 
^^Tic3 dignify the Chriftian name, 
■^ot to deftroy the law he came, 
•^^^t to eftablifh, and enforce, 
'^'^d in his wonderful difcourfe 
**^ meeknefs, juftice, goodnefs taught, 
*<epcatancQ true for every fault ; 

Fair 



i6o HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
Fair mercy with her noble train ; 
And purity that knows no (lain { 
Firm fortitude life's ills to bear ; 
Contentment, that fubdues all care 
By refignation and by prayer. 
And to fitch heights his precepts rofic, 
lie teaches us to love our foes. 
With fuch funplicity and force 
Our Lord continued his difcourfe ; 
The wondering crowd upon him gaz'd. 
At once confounded and amaz'd. 

Soon as he ceased, a leper prayed 
His kind compaflion, and his aid« 
His dreadful cafe the Lord attends. 
And cleanfed to the prieft he fends* 
Chrift to Capernaum takes his way : 
There a centurion comes, to pray. 
If on the Lord he may prevail 
To come, and his fick fcFvant heaU 



I 
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i Lord confcnts: but e'er he goes, 

lively faith the Gentile (hews : 
II not worthy, Lord, I know, 
it thou towards my houfe fliould'ft go : 

nature fubjefl: is to thee ; 
ale but the word, and it (hall be ! 
fpake the chief: the Lord appro v*d ; 
d the complaint at once remov'd. 
^o Nain then the Lord proceeds, 
d. marks his way with greater deeds* 
' near the city on the plain 
proach*d a long and mournful train : 
vidow's only fon and heir, 
the cold grave they weeping bear, 
& mother, overpowered with woes, 
all the depth of forrow goes, 
e Lord with pity faw her tears, 
d. with kind words the mourner chcars : 
-ep not ! he cry'd : then touch'd the dead ; 
e bier ftood flill, and loud he faid : 
w^CL.IV, Y ^o>x^^ 
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Young mao, I lay to thcc, arifc I 
The youth reyiv'd, arid fe'd bis ^ps 
Full on the Lo^D* Wh^n this wa$ doiify 
He to the dame reltor'd her bn* 

Then Jcfus to the city goes. 
To him one Simon kindncfs Qi^ewsi 5 
And fitting in bis. houfe at mqzt^ 
While the gls^ hoft projoflg'd tbe trea^^ 
One tbat wayj. H^gvY^ at wanton feir^ 
Wip'd Jcfus* f(?5t ^ with hex bair. 
She drU had wafh'cl thejQ With bcr. tcars^ 
SurprJz'd tl^e pb.arifcc. appears, 
That Chrift fliould licti bj?r make fo freci 
To this the Lgab replies, thaJt (he. 
Feels fuch i|epenjt^n(;e and fuCb love^ 
As all that kno^y muft, needs approve : 
Then tells her, flic's bdov'd by. heaven, 
And has her nujnfirQus fins forgiven* 

While migbjty crowds the Lqrd funrounc^^ 
He was by bis rjelation? found* 
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fo prodigious vras the pr^fs, 
lim they could not gain accefs. 
way of life jthcy jointly blame ; 
:ake him with them homtf, they came, 
en fome of thofe who flood more near, 
•rm'd him that hisrfriends were there, 
y are my friends, the Lord declared, 
whom my words are gladly heard : 
I him with love my eye furvcys, 

bcft my Father's will obcys^ 

'hen by his power thfc Lo rd rcdrcfs'd 

; that a daemon had poffefs'd, 

h blind and dumb. With envious eyvi 

1 pharifees b^old, and cry^ 

s by Satan's power, no doubt, 
It thus he cads the devils out. 
Ign they a(k: the Lord of heaven 
:lares, no fign fhall now be given, 
: that of Jonas ; when he lay 
rcc days beneath the rolling fca, 

Y 2 ThiiS 
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Thus under earth the Saviour lies 
Three days, and then ftiall glorious rifck 

The fea-beat ftiore the Saviour fought : 
There in a fhip he fat, and taught. 
And fhew'd, in parabolic ♦ ftrairi, 
Messiah's kingdom, and his reign. 
At night he crofs*d the foamy fea> 
And flceping in the vefTel lay ; 
While the rough jvinds, and roaring tide: 
The fhip, half finking, fcarce abides. 
In deep diflrefs the Lord they wake r 
He rofe : and to the winds he fpake. 
The winds and waves his voice obey ; 
Clear were the fkies, and calm the fea. 

Arriving on the other (horc^ 
His prefence makes the devils roar. 

* The parables which Chrift propofed at this tim 
That of the fower : That of the candle put under a 1 
That of the tares of the field : That of the grain of n 
feed : and, Thit of the leaven. Maj.t. xiii. 
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■* wo men, amongfl the tombs, they find, 
^o fierce no cord or chain could bind. 
^Tic by a legion was poflefs'd : 
-* o Jcfus they their fuit addrefs'd, 
^liat they might not be fent to dwell 
'*' ^ the dark deep aby fs of hell ; 
'^^ut as along the mountain fide 
'■^ numerous herd of fwine they fpy*d, 
^Ihe devils humbly begg'd, that when 
*Ihey were oblig'd to leave the men, 
"The Lord would to their wi(h incline, 
^nd let them all poffcfs the fwine, 
Jefus confents : and at his word 
The devils entcr'd in the herd. 
Strange madnefs feiz'd the briflly train. 
Who tofs, and foam, and rage. In vain 
Their keepers drive to rule them. Dow a 
Impetuous from the mountain's crown, 
Xhey with blind fury drive away, 
^nd all were drowned in the fea. 

Thc^ 
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The foolifti owners of the herd, 
Their fwine before their fouls prefer*d: 
Before the Lord fubmifiivc (bind, 
And humbly beg he*ll leave the land, 

The great Redeemer crojs'd the fea, 
And to Capernaum took his way. 
Jarius, a ruler of the Jews, 
With his requeft the Lord purfucs, 
And begs his mighty power to favc 
His only daughter frorti the grave. 
Jefus confents : and as he goeSj 
An aged woman touch'd his cloaths : 
A cure flie found. But foon w^^s fpcd 
A meffagc, ihat the marid was deadj 
From Jairus^ houfe. There Jefus went : 
Not long the father need lament. 
From death's cpld arms the niaid he raised; 
The joyful fire Jehovah prais'd. 

To Nazareth then proceeds the Lord : 
/^nd was by twp blind men iipplor*d 

Ta 
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it'o give them fight : Their fuit he heard, 
-And to their view the pUina appeared, 
-then one by a foul fiend poffefs'd, 
■^Vas by his migbty power redrefs'd : 
^And o'er the land he fends his train, 
'-I'o preach Messiah, and his reign. 

Prodigious crowds the Loildl inclofei,- 
^^here'er he ftays, where'er he goes^ 
'"^hen to enjoy fome fhort repofe, 
JHe with his fervants crofs'd the fea^ 
^nd to the defert took his way. 
"There on a mountain's fhaggy fide 
A while the heavenly train abides 
The multitude this underfiand^ 
They take a compa& round by land i 
And e'er the fun plung*d in the main^ 
The mountain's foot great numbers gain* 
Jefus defcends, him&lf reveals. 
Then the difeas'd amongft them beals* 

An* 
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And while the day's bright fplcndors burn, 
His fervants urg'd them to return. 
Give them to eat, the Lord commands; 
When each difciple wondering {lands. 
Where (hall wc find, they cry*d, the bread 
With which thefe thouiands muft be fed ! 
• Five little loaves is all we have, 
With two fmall fifhes. Jefus gave 
The multitude command to fit : 
The bread he brake himfelf : and it 
The twelve apoftles carried round. 
Five thoufand eat, and plenty found. 
And twelve large bafkets fcarce contain 
The fcatter*d fragments that remain. 

The multitude, with grateful heart. 
Were not contented to depart : 
But Jefus they proposed to bring, 
And at the town proclaim him king. 
Jefus refu&*d the name to take. 
But bids his followers crofs the lake. 

I 
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*^^ to the mountain will repair, 

' -^x^<3 fpcnd the night in fervent prayer. 
^^^n the difciples take their way 
^'^^itJiout the Lord, and put to fea : 
"■- «^ wirid, contrary on the main, 

■^'-■^t one poor league all night they gain. 
^^^txen morning rofe, with trembling awe 

"^^^^d wild furptize the Tailors faw 

"^^ *^an come walking on the fea, 
'"^^^^cj to their veffel take* his way. 

"^ ^Ojs approached to chafe their fear, 

"^^"^^ti lets them know himfelf was there, 
^^t^rrejoic'd his Lord to fee : 

^^"^ Xct me come and walk with thee, 



^t'his petition. With confent 
"^^^ down into the water went. 

^^xnc time he walk'd : but when he fpies 
*^^ mighty billows round him rife, 
"^•^^s courage fail'd him, and he cries, 
"Vol. IV. Z 
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As faft he finks, Oh fave me. Lord ! 

Jefus approaches at the word, 

And takes his hand. Then fropi the xnaig 

The fhip's high deck they jointly gain. 
Swift as the wind (he ^leaves the k^^ 

And at' her deftin'd port fhe lay. 

The multitude the knowledge gain'da 

That Jefus had behind remaiu'd. 
When the difciples put to fea. 
And when the morn reftor*d the day, 
They pour along the moujitain fide : 
Where can the Mafter he, they cry'd ! 
At length tbe wqnderou^ news they gaio, 
That he was feen beyond the main : 
They follow. Soon the Lord they fb^nd. 
With flioutsof joy they him. furroupd: 
In vad furprizc they all appear. ; 
Mafler, they cry, how can^'fl; thou here! 
The Lord replies, they round him fprea4 
Only becaufc he >gave them bread, 

When 
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When heavenly food was more their need ; 
And that his flfefh was meat indeed, 
"When thus the Lord was heard to fay, 
^reat numbers murmuring went away. 

HISTORY THE TWELFTH. 

"TXtf Lifc^ Do5irine, and Miracles of Chriji con^ 
tinned^ from the Third Pajfover after the Com^ 
mencement of his public Minijiry, to his being 
apprehended by the treachery of Judas, 

CoUefted from the Four Evan gelifts. 

T^OW to foft Sidon's fea-beat (bores, 

Defcending from great Salem's towers, - 
The Son of God, the Saviour came^: 
To him appfoach'd a mournful dame,- 
Whofe daughter grievous ills fuflains;: 
An envious daemon caus'd her pains. 

Z 2 Chriff; 
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hrift to her fuit will not reply : 
lis followers, wearied with her cry, 

iefought ; but heard the Lo ro . declare, . 

That only Ifrael was his care. . 

But, ardent in her daughter's caufe, . 

The anxious parent not withdraws, . 

To her the great Redeemer faid; 

I muft not take the children's bread, 

And give to dogs. The datne replies; ; 

Lord, I confefs thy words are wife 1 . 

Yet oft the dog.devoureth all 

The crumbs which from the table fall, , 

Great is thy faith ! reply'd the Lord,- 

And hcal'd her daughter With a word. 
By Jordan's fprings Chrift took his way,. 

And fetch'd a compafs round the fea : 

Where one both deaf and dumb appear'd ; . 

Soon by almighty power he heard 

And fpakc. The Saviour rofe ; 

And up a mountain's fide he goes, 

W 



H4*ST0RY of the BIB'LB. 17} 

^V'hcrc OB the crown three days abode, 

-^lonc rctir'd, the Son of God. 

^^hcn from the. height he took- his way, 
^ft numbers of fick people lay, 

"^c lofty mountain's foot around ; 

^^s heavenly mercy there they found : 

^^hate*cr their ficknefs or their pain, . 

^^cdiate' relief they gain. 

"^^^5 as the multitude had flay'd 
*^f cc days to wait the Saviour's aid, 

"^^e Lor p. to hisdifciples faid, 

"^ ^cy (hould not go till they were fed. . 

"^^cn fooii they- their provilions fpread ; 

^ven loaves were all. And thefe they take,*. 

^hc Saviour firft gave thanks, and brake : 
\rhe multitude, fpread far and wide. 
Sat down along the mountain fide : . 
With joy the rural treat they fhare ; : 
Hour thoufand cat,. and. none need fpare.. 

Then 
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Then Jefus crofs'd the foaming fea^ . 
And to Magdala took his way* 
The pharifccs againft him join, 
And in derifion afk a fign. 
Can yc with {kill, the Loutt replies, 
Gbferve die clouds a;nd read the fkicB, 
And yet fe ignorant remain 
When great Messiah wa* to reign t 
Vto fign this wicked race (hail gain'' 
But that of Jonas, when he lay 
'Rirce days beneath the fwelling Tea. . ^ 
• Then Jcfus to Ef thfaidai fleer'd, 
And when a^'po^f blind man appear'd^i^ 
Reftor'd his fight. The nmUitfide 
With wild amaze h*s wonders vie wM 5 : 
And varioorrrotiotts ft>rm'd : Ohefaid,/ 
This prophet's rifen from the dead ; 
Another that : In Merod*s eyes 
Konc vras fo likely thue to rife 

Ai< 
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^^ John the Baptift. But the Lo ao 

% his difcipl^ flood adchc'd 

^s Christ the Son of God. Their vJcw 

"is rifing empire would purfuc. 

•*^cy thought hc*d David's: fceptre gain, 
^'id over all the uations reign : 
^^ every heart, in every mind, 
^ bright the great idea fhin*d, 
^at tho* the I^or^ with frequent caiiB 
^^Ove for htis fuSerings to prepare ; 
''^d let them know to him remaiii'd^ 
*y the eternal God ordain'd, 
'^ntempt and fcorn ; and laft to die ; 
^ hey from the thought abhorrent fly. 
^^d, fure he will the throne afcend, 
^ho fhall be groateft they contend. 

Great Tabor'* top the Lord afcends, 
T'here Peter on his fteps attends, 
With James and John. Soon on their fight 
Darted a klazc of heavenly light: 

Bright 
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Bright as the beauteous beams of day, 
"* With garments white and pure as they, 
The Saviour was beheld to Thine, 
'In dazzling lufh^ all divine. 
To himrtwo heavenly forms defcend. 
And hold difcouirfe as with a friend ; 
'For Mofes and Elijah known ; 
And bright in glittering robes they flion^. 
'Of things' to come their convcrfe ran, 
.And heaven's defigns of love to man ; * 
The Saviour, whom the Jews defpifc, 
• Ordain'd to die ; and then to rife ; 
'Peter, elate, was heard to fay, 
'Lord, let- us here for ever ftay'1 
Thefe heavenly gucils with joy we fee ; 
And houfcs build for Ihem and thee. 
While thus he fpake, from a bright cloud 
An awful voice thus calls aloud : 
'^Mortals, attend ! to you is given. 
The Son of God, the heir of hefivcn.! 

2 ' ^^ 
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^^^ll-pleas'd, I all his deeds furvey, 
'^^si.r him, ye nations ! and obey, 
^ «e{c founds the three difciplcs hear 
^^ ith trembling awe and fhivering fear : 
"^^^d then before the Lord of all, 
**^^cy on their faces proflrate fall, 
^ ^e Lord beheld their deep difmay, 
•^^ J^d. gently touched them as they lay : 
"^^^ Once the heavenly fcene withdrew ; 
J ^^Tus alone appeared in view, 

^^ his own form. Then from the croWn 
^^f lofty Tabor they go down. 

^ot far remote Ihey quickly find 
^-^ ^Hcr difciples, who hadjoin'd 
^*^ their Lord's abfence to expel 
^^ric of the horrid train of hell. 
-^Hem the fierce daemon had withftood ; 
"^or could they do the young nian good, 
*■ He anxious father faw the Lord, 
*^*^<i humbly now his help implor*d ; 

^OLi IV. A a With 
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With his requcft the Lord complies, 
The youth's rcfl:or*d, the devil flies. 

Chrift having preach'd through Galil 
Goes to Capernaum near the Tea. 
The gatherers of the tribute came ; 
And Peter urg'd to pay the fame. 
The good man, by his Lord's comman< 
Goes with his tackle to the ilrand ; 
Cad in his line, and with his hook^ 
A fcaly fifh diredly took ; 
Its mouth he open'd, and furvey'd 
The money which the tribute paid. 
An annual feall ^ to Zion's walls 
The whole aflembled nation calls. 
Jefus intending to go there, 
And at the facred feaft appear, 
His way thro' fair Samaria lies ; 
Which to receive the Lord denies: 



♦ The feaft of Pentccoft, celebrated fifty davi 
PafTovcr, \ 
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of hatred to the Jews, 
*^'*^^endly o^ce they refufc. 
^^irrefulaland difdain 
^ ^^icv'd difciplcs loud complain. 
V^ Ms^ the whole affembly cries, 
\tv'^oke the vengeance of the fkics, 
"X^ 'Wrap the country round in fire ; 
And let the churlifh race expire. 
The Lord their angry fpirit blames. 
And heaven's rich mercy then proclaims ; 
Whole love the great Redeemer gave, 
Not to deftroy men's lives, but fave. 

The LoR-t> and his difciple train 
Two pious fifters entertain 
At Bethany. A noble feaft 
They make for fuch a worthy giieft. 
Martha with hurrying, anxious cares, 
And liberal hand the treat prepares. 
But Mary, as (he lov'd the Lord, 
Sat. at his feet, and heard his word« 

Aab To 
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To him griev'd Martha loud campUins, 
That fhe alone the toil fuftains. 
To her complaint the Lord replies, 
That Mary's condu6l is more wife : 
For fhcj with worthy zeal, purfues 
That bettor part fhe ne'er can lofc. 

Tlie facred feaft Chrift having (har'd), 
He to Capernaum then rcpair*d : 
Where, on the fabbath-day, he cur*d 
One that a dropfy- longcndurM : 
And made it plainly u^ndcrftood, 
*ris 2^1 ways lawful to do good. 
To Galilee's fmall towns he goes, 
"Where free his nobljC do£h"ine flows) 
And fhewS that felf muft be dcny*d 
By all that in the truth abide. 

Chrift to Jerufalem returns.* 
His coming all the city learns ; 

* The Redeemer went to Jerufalem at this lime t 
ihe Tcaft of Tabernacles, celebrated the thirteenth of 
Wr. 
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^^ crowds furround him, and admire 
* ^ "*^oble eloquence and fire. 
^^Xit him flrange conje£bures rife ; 
^*">^« honour him, and Tome dcfpifc. 
*^^^ pharifeeA in concert join, 
^"*^ci to detain him now defign. 
"^ *^cir mcflengers adonifhed (land, 
^^orcan fulfil the bafe command, 
'^hcy hear him ; but they dare not take : 
"^or never mortal like him fpake. 

Then, while he in the temple taught, 
^over'd with ihame, a fair was brought, 
^hat could illicit love allow, 
And late had broke her marriage vow, 
Mofes commands, they jointly cry. 
That every vile adultrels die ; 
But, ere tlie deadly caft he thrown, 
We judge it right thy will be knowtu 
Wanting the Saviour to accufe. 
This queftion put the fpiteful Jews. 

Jefuu, 
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Jcfus, their malice to confound, 

Stoop 'd down : and writing on the ground 

Made no reply. At length he rofe : 

Let him, he cry*d, that at her throws 

From this great crime be clear. Then they 

Being felf-condemned, all fneak away. 

The woman ftood when all retir'd. 

Art thou condemned? the Lord enquired* 

She anfwer*d, no. The God replies, 

With heavenly mildnefs in his eyes, 

I not condemn thee, but reftore ; 

Then go thy ways, and fin no more. 

A man that ne'er had feen the light, , 
Next day the Saviour blefs'd with fight. 
This perfon was through Salem known. 
And now with vaft amazement fhewn. 
Great was the noife through all the town : 
The pharifees upon him frown. 
The man and his glad parents too. 
Boldly declare the cure is true. 

3 By 
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By heavenly goodnefs thus rcftor'd, 
Ue prais'd the goodnefs of the Lord, 

To Galilee the Lord retir'd; 
^ut as his piety defir'd 
?o keep the feaft, ♦ he with his train 
Co Zion's towers returns again. 
»4ow through Samaria's towns he goes; 
^nd there his God-like goodnefs (hews. 
Ten leprous men at once drew nigh, 
^nd loudly all for mercy cry, 
Uo to the prieft without delay, 
rhcy gladly heard the Saviour fay, 
^nd all are heal'd while on the way. 
With glad furprize their cure they leam*d ; 
^et of the ten but one retum'd 
To thank the Lord for fuch rich grace ; 
^nd of Samaria was his race. 

Then 
♦ The fcaft of Dedication, celebrated the 15th of Dc« 
cembcr. 
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Then crofs great Jordan's fwclling fticam 
From Salem's walls, the Saviour came. 
And while he in thefe parts remain'd, 
From Bethany he knowledge gain'd, 
That feiz'd with ficknefs Lazarus * lies, 
And without heavenly aid he dies. 
Not unto death, then Chrift replies, 
This fickiiefs is: but that the Lord 
May be exaked and ador*d. 
Jefus two days thought fit to flay : 
To Bethany then took his way. 
But death had made the youth his prey, 
Before the Lord of life appcar'd ; 
And lamentatian loud was heard. 
The houfe of mourning he attends ; 
His tears he mixes with his friends. 
Then Martha to the Saviour cry'd, 
Hadil thou been here he had not dy'd. 

♦ Lazarus was brother to Mary anj Martha, the (i 
that entertained the Lord at Betlianv, 
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^l:iafe her forrows, Jcfus then 
^^rms her, he (hall rife again, 
*^n to the grave he afks to go : » 
"*^re they proceed in filent woe. 
^Mr days in death had Lazarus lay. 
^>:iil bids them roll the (lone away, 
•^arus, come forth ! he loudly cries ; 

lien the dead man was feen to rife : 
^s former flrength and vigour knowSj 
^d joyful with them home he goes. 
Soon to Jerufalem proceed ^ 

^e tidings of the wonderous deed, 
"^d the aftonifh'd rulers all 
1 mediately a counfel call ; 

which the vile and cruel band 
^e Saviour's inflant death ordain'd. 
^e Lord well knew their wicked aim^ 
'^d to the banks of Jordan came : 
^t foon returned their rage to ftand. 
^e paffover was near at hand, 
;Yol, IV, B b At 
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At which it was by heaven AttrteA, 
The Saviour of mankind fhould bleed.- 

Through Jericho then Jefus goes ; 
Where a blind man his goodnefs knows*' 
Zaccheus * fain the Lord wotxid fee :' 
He runs before, and clinfibs a tree. 
Then Jefus calls to him by name, 
And to his houfe the Saviour came. 

Jefus departs, and on the plains • 

Blind Bartimeus favour gains, 
Chrift foon at Bethany appears, 
The little town the Lord reveres; 
And, when at meat, lov'd Mary (bed 
A box of ointment on his head. 

* A publican (that is, a collc£tor of the I^oiAan taxet} 
"\^'l:icll dwelt at Jericho. The Pharifccs were much oP 
fcpdcfl at Jefus eating with the publicans, who were odi- 
ous to the Jews, oh account of their ofHce, and theLoRby 
on this occafionj laid before them the ptrablc of the jpr©^ 
dijnl Ton, 
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The vaft cxpcnce, falfe Jadas blames, 
The Lord the fair one's love proclaims ; 
Applauds due d^ed, and makes it knowzii^ 
*^at for his burial this \yas done, * 

Soon as the morn reftor'd the day, 
Jefiis to Zion takes his way. 

^ow the exalted Son of God, 

^^ a young afs in triumph rode. 

%^eaven infpir'd, the joyful crowd, 

*^rcw down -their cloaihs, and roar'd aloud : 

**ofannah to king David's fon ! 

**c comes .to take his father's throne I 

Amidfl the Ihouts of loud acclaim, 

The Saviour to the temple came. 

He drives the traders out, and cures 

The blind and lame, or who endures 

Difeafe or fickncfs. Full of joy, 

Hofannah dill the people cry. 

The Pharifces their condutl blame, 
B^t Jefus vindicates the fame : 

B b 2 For, 
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For, did not thefc the filence break, 
The flones that pave the ftreets would fpcj 

All day the Lord at Salem ftay'd, 
But ere the night had thrown her (hade, 
At Bethany his friends he joins, 
Whence he returns when morning (hines : 
Being hungry, the great Son of GO0, 
Saw a fair fig-tree on the road. 
Large were the boughs, the leaves were gi 
. But when approach'd, n6 fruit was feen. 
Then thus the Lord addrefs'd the tree, 
Let fruit no more be found on thee ! 
The leaves all withered at the found. 
And root ftood perifh'd in the ground. 

Then Jefus to the temple went, 
Where various Jews with bafe intent, 
Propofe their queftions. Chrift's replica 
Difcover him fupremely wife. 
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In parabolic * ftile he (hews 
Their fad rejcftion, and their woes.— 
And when his train, with wondering eyes, 
Behold the temple's turrets rife ; 
Vhile the vaft building they furvey'd, 
^his foon will be in ruin laid, 
Lcply'd the Lord. I plainly fpy 
^he bitter day of vengeance nigh, 
A^hich will this wicked town deftroy, 
J\/ hile dreadful war upon her falls, 
•"aftion will rage within her walls ; 
^nd wrapH in flaughter, blood and fire, 
Eier faithlefs fons will all expire. 
Xhen this prodigious pile will fall, 
^nd one wide ruin fwallow all.— 

The Lor o, with conflant tender care, 
Strove his difciples to prepare 

For 

* The parables our Lord addraffed on this occafion, 

"were the parable of the keepers of the vineyard; of the 

ten virgins ; of the king's fon, and the talents. 

1 
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For their vafl forrows which drew nigh^ 
And would produce their future joy. 
Their dut)fthc before them lays, 
Dire£b their condu6i:, for them prays ; 
A comforter he fay* he'll fend, 
And will their every want aUtcnd. 
The paflover with them he'll (hare, 
And fends a fervant to prepare. 

The Jews had now his death decr.ecd, 
But doubted how tliey fhould proceed ; 
They durft not apprehend the Lord, 
Becaufe the people lov'd his word. 
When in the temple he appear 'd, 
A tumult in his caufe was fear'd ; 
Till by a bribe, falfe Judas they 
Had hir'd his mafter to betray, 
By night, when all was flill. The Load, 
According to his former word, 
With his difciples.deign'd to eat 
f he paffover. And while at meat, 



He 
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He toAht twelve apoftlcs fatd, 
that he, that night, fhoukl be bctray'd 
By one that at the taible fat. 
This the difciples wonder'd at ; 
And foon griev'd Peter made reply, 
Tho' all forfakc thee, ne'er will I ! 
Thy ftrcngth, O Peter, Chrift feply'd, ^ 

Will prove but weakaefs, when 'tis try*d ; > 
I {hall by thee be thrice deny'dj J 

Before the cock crow twieCf Then brake 
lie bread, and bids them all partake^ 
After he blefs'd. In love they join ) 
When Jefus poiir'd the' ruddy wine, 
Gave thanks, and gave them all to drink^ 
H6 bid them of their mslfter think* 
After his death repeat the fame^ 
Whenever they together cartie ; 
And let this feafl be uhderilood, 
An emblem of hisfl^Ih and bl9^« 

Then, 
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Then, having fang an hymn of praifej 
' The Lord in town no longer (lays | 
The mount of Olives he afcends^ 
And on him his lov'd train attends. 
A village on the mountain fide, 
Stood with fmall houfes fcatter^d wide, 
Gethfemane its name« And here 
By night the holy train appe<fr* 
A- garden now their fleps exlore, 
Where oft the Lord had been before. 
He bids his lov'd apoflles (lay, 
While he at didance goes to pray : 
And tells them floods of forrows roll 
Inceflant on his righteous foul. 
To a fmall diilance then he goes, 
On the cold ground himfelf he throws, 
0*erwhelm'd with terrors and with woes, 
And while he to his Father pray'd, 
Such agonies his (bul invade ; 
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*^c fweat great drops of blood. The Lord 
-*-^^ this deep anguifh flood ador'd 
^y heaven's bright fons; and from die fkies, 
■^^ comfort him an angel flies. 

Mean while from Salem's guilty towers, 
^^ "^rmpd force with Judas pours* 
-^^hey had upon a fign agreed, 
^^d. on the bufincfs now proccecd. 
^^ them the impious traitor fpakc, 
^ ^I kifs the man that you mufl: take. 
'^^d now, while torches light fupply'd, 
^iaey march along the mountain fide. 

Q 

*^Oon at the garden they appear, 
4/ '-ida.s before had oft been there. 
^ "Vvith a kifs approach'd the Lord, 
^^, Hail ! my mafter, was his word. 
"^^ Saviour calm reply 'd : and is 
Judas, with a treacherous kifs 
^^t thou betrayeft me ! Then he goes, 
^^-l in the face of all his foes ; 

V^ol/IV. Cc And 
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And afk'd them whom they faught. They cry 

Jefus of Nazareth ! Then I 

Am he yc foek ; reply 'd the Lor d. 

They all fall backward at the word. 

But recoUefted foon they rife, 

And each his utmoft courage tries. , 

They feizc the Son of God, and bind. 

Who ftands all patient and refign'd ; 

But in his worthy matter's caufe, 

Peter his fword in filence draws, 

And bold advancing, void of fear, 

Cut off the High Prieft's fervant's ear. 

The Lord beholds, and with a frown. 

Commands to lay the weapon down. 

He heard the wound, his followers flcdy . 

And to Jerufalcm he's led. 
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IJSTORY THE THIRTEENTH. 

r Arraignment^ Condemnatian, and Crucifixion 
of ChriJ. 

Colleftcd from the four Evangclifts. 

~^HE rabble that had felz*d the Lord, 

With Judas, hateful and abhor'd ! 
' night to Annas * took their way ; 
icy durft not feize him in the day. 
ith prieftly pride, the aged chief, 
ill of blind rage and unbelief! 
occeds the Lord to interrogate: 
is doftrine afks him to relate, 
nid his difciples. Chrift declar'd 
IS doftrine had by all been heard. 
> fpeak in private ne'er he fought, 
It boldly in the temple taught.— 

C c 2 A furly 

Annas was father-in-law to Caiaphas the high pi**i I, 
' had formerly officiated in that high charaftcr lin- 
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\ farly cIoami, that did not like 
Xliis anfwer, dar'd the Lord to ftrike. 

To the high pricft then Jcfus came. 
Whole favaffe heart was all on flame. 

o 

He for the pricfts and do6lors fent, 
Chrifl to condemn was their intent.— 
A band of ruffians here they brought, 
And long for fome falfe witnefs fought; 
But none could find. Then one declared. 
That he had oft the prifoner heard. 
And once he was obferv'd to fay, 
The temple he*d in ruins lay, 
And built it up e'rc the third day. 
Then the high prieft exalted Hands, 
And in God's awful name demands 
The Lord to make it full exprefs'd, 
If really he is the Chrift. 
Jefus this truth would not deny, 
3ut icUs them all in his reply ; 

, Hcrcaf 
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^Icrcafter they will fee the day, 
"X7hat will his awful form difplay, 
-^^mongft the clouds, with terrors crown*d, 
rTo judge the trembling nations round. 
X^is coflly robes the high prieft tears, 
-Aftoniftiment and horror (lares, 
'•'^rrhcn iAflant to the reft applies, 
'Ye hear his blafphemy, he cries ; 
^11 farther quefl wc may give o*cr, 
It is enough, wc need no more I 
"What think you now ! they jointly cry, 
Moft furely he defervcs to die. 

Peter with heavy anxious mind, 
Had follow 'd On not far behind. 
And was by a difciplc join'd ; 
When from the mournful garden, they 
Took, with ai^'d force, hii Lord away. 
They in the houfe admittance gain. 
And iland amongfl; the impious train. 

'Twas 
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'Twas night and cold, a fire they raife^ 

And all furround the beamy blaze. 

A damfcl, fervant to the pricfli. 

That liftening flood amongft the reft; 

Eager on Peter fix*d her eyes, 

This man hath oft been feen, (he cries, 

With Jefus. Peter quick denies ; 

At which the cock was heard to crow« 

The apoftle, full of bitter woe, 

Still in the high prieft's palace ftay'd. 

And inftant, by another maid, 

Was charged the fame. But with an oath 

Denying, he withftood them both. 

Scarce pafs'd the hour, when one drew acar^ 

Friend to the man that loft his ear 

By Pcter^s fword. On him he frown'd : 

Did not I fee thee give the wound, 

When in the garden ? ftem he cry'd. 

But Peter ftill his Lord deny'd : 

3 And 
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And faid, the man he never knew. 

The cock, while he protefted, crew. 

Cut to the heart, the faint appears. 
Withdraws ; and fhcds vaft floods of tears.. 
While darknefs cover'd all the fkies, 

Their fentence pafs*d, the aflembly rife. 

They to their fumptuous domes repair, 

While in the furly foldiers care 

The Lord remain'd. Contempt and fcoru 

Now was by the Redeemer borne ; 

Reproach, derifion, infult, fneers, 

And all abufe from them he bears. 

When morn brought on the guilty day, 

The great Sanhedrim fat, and they 

At early dawn the fentence give, 

That Jefus muft no longer live. 
' For long before they had decreed, 

The holy Son of God to bleed. 

But mighty Rome's imperial fwuy, 

Judea*s fubje6l realms obey ; 

And 
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And their weak fenators deplore, 

The fword of Juftice* their*s no more. 

To Pilate then the Lord ihcy bring, - 
And fay, he makes himfelf a king : 
Oppofcs Caefar's high command : 
And raifcs tumults in the land. 
'Twas pafchal time, and all the Jews 
That would the Lord of life accufe, 
To enter Pilate's hall refufc, 
Bccaufe, without pollution, they 
Would (hare the feaft. To what they fay 
Attention given, the Roman knight 
Saw things in their own proper light. . 
Art thou a king ! to Chrift: he cryM, 
lo this the Son of God reply'd : 

The 

* Judca, upon the difgracc of Archclaus, the foii of 
llcrod, which happened about twenty years before thii 
time, being formed into-a Roman province, the power of 
life a!>d dcatii no longer remained in ihe hands of tht 
Jews. 
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The truth my bold accufers mifs, 

Not of this world my kingdom is» 

Then Pilate to the Jews began, 

I fee no evil in this man ! 

The envious Jews then tage, and cry 

He certainly deferves to die. 

Their accufations vehement rife, 

But Jefus not one word replies* 

From diflant Galilee to here, 
' They cry, his tumults ftill appear. 

When Pilate heard of Galilee, 

He cry'd, it not belongs to me. 

Or to condemn, or to acquit ; 

The caufe to Herod * I fubmit. 
Then to the king the Lord they fent : 

Who much rejoic'd at the event.— 

Vol. IV. D d He 

* Herod Axitipas, the tetrarch of Galilee ; the fame wh* 

put John the Baptift to death ; H^ was now at Jerufa* 

Acm. 
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He long had ardently defir'd 
To fee the man fo much admir'd ; 
Who fuch great miracles had wrought* 
And when the Lord to him was brought^ 
The courtiers long expecting (land 
To fee fome wonder from his hand* 
Colle6led in himfelf, the Lord 
No work performed, pr fpoke a word 
To what they aflt'd him. They iimaz'd/ 
And vex'd with difappointmcnt gaz'd : 
With bold derifion round him prcfs'd ;• 
Then in a robe of fcarlct drefs'd. 
And, loaded with contempt and fcom^ 
They him to Pilate back return. 
The king his thanks to Pilate fends. 
And they from hence grow better friends^ 
Then to the Jews vex'd Pilate tum'd : 
No crime, he cry'd, can be difcemM* 
In this juft man, cither by me, 
Or by the king of Galilee. 
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But, as you feem to blame him fo, 
I'll fcourge him, and then let him go. 
The Jews more furious raife their cr)', 
And fland determined he (hall die« 
*Tis cuftomary at the fcaft, 
One malefa6lor be releas'd, 
Pilate reply*d:^and I'm inclined 
That Jefus fliall this mercy find. 
No I crucify him ! roar the Jews : 
Barabbas is the man we choofe« 
Jefus fhall die ! if him you fparc, 
You no firm friend to Csefar arc. 

Pilate perceiving it in vain 
To ftrive their clamour to reflrain, 
"Was heard for water now to call, 
And wafh*4 his hands before them d^U 
Let all take notice that are here, 
3From this man's blood my hands are clear! 
JiOudly he cry'd : the guilt on you 
Alone will fall ! Then roar'd each Jew, 

Pd.2 The 
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The guilt is ours! and let it be 
On us and our poftcrity ! 

Then was high heaven's eternal heir 
Deliver'd to the foldiers care, * 
With orders that they fhould prepare 
For crucifixion. Scourges firft 
Tore his foft flcfh : then loudly burfl 
Vaft peals of laughter, "^vhilc they dreft 
Chrift in a fcarlct cloak and vcft. 
They for his holy head decreed 
A crown of thorns ; his hand a recd^ 
Thus in mock majefty array'd, 
The jeft of all the crowd he's made : 
Who, ere he to his death was led, 
Spit in his face, and beat his head. 
With heavenly mildnefs in his eyes, 
The Lord fubmits, but not replies, 

An(E 
♦ St. Mark fays, this was at the third hour, which wae^ 
nine o'clock in the morning. Chrift was apprfehcnd^ tb^^ 
night before. 
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And every infult which he hears, 

In meek refigned filence bears, 
Exceflivc anguifh feiz'd the heart 

Of traitor Judas, for the part 

Which he had afted. Jefus dies I 

Ifcariotj full of horror, flies 

Back to the temple in amaze ; 

And down the curfed filver lays. 

Here, take it back ! he wildly faid. 

Innocent blood I have betray'd : 

How great the guilt ! Vaft horrors tear, 
And agonies too great to bear 
Swell his falfe heart : a cord fupply'd 
The odious means by which he dy'd. 

Now Chrift to Calvary takes his way; 
A crofs they on his (houlders lay. 
The Saviour faints. A man they find, 
To bear the weighty load behind. 
Arriving at the mountain's c^pwn. 
And fetting there the burden down ; 

\VKi:i^ 
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While for his foes he pray*d, there he 
\Vas nail'd to the accurfed tree : 
And, wide extended on the wood, 
Shine the blue veins, and flArts the blood. 

That the great Lord of life might die '\ 
Amongft the word of company, s 

Two horrid thieves they crucify. ) 

On either fide their crofTes (land, 
Full in his view, and near at hand. 
The crowd on high the Saviour views; 
And now approach the fpiteful Jews ; 
Behold the Son of God ! they cry : 
What pity one fo great fhould die ! 
Due honours we prepare to give; 
Come from the crofs, and thou fhalt livei 
The odious thieves on either fide ^ 

Durflthe great Prince of heaven deride : > 
But one of thcfc, before he dy'd, J 

Repents the wrong, and of the Lord 
^ich pardoning mercy he implor'd, 

Thi? 
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This man might on a crofs rejoice, 
He goes from thence to Paradife. 

Beneath the crofs with heavy heart, 
In all his forrows bearing part, 
Chrift's mournful mother he beheld, 
By bitter anguifh there compell'd* 
And, while her tears in rivers rup^ 
She looks upon her fuflFering fon. 
The lov'd difciple too ftood by : 
To whom the Lord was heard to cry^ 
Behold thy mother ! To the fair, 
With holy love and pious care. 
Behold thy fon ! Good John obey'd. 
The motion which his Matter made^ ' 
With ready heart, without delay. 
And took the rnoumful dame away. 

Though rais'd on his meridian throne. 
The day's bright king but faintly fhone: 
Involved in mills he takes his way, 
And, gloomy, gives the guilty day# 

1 Whta 



4o8 HISTORY of thcBIBLE^ 
When o'er his face thick darkncfs flies ; 
And inftant blots him from the fkies. 
Three horrid hours the night remained, ' 
And wrapt in fhades the guilty land. 
The fourth fad hour the day reftor'd. 
When deadly anguifh fciz'd the Lord : 
My God! my Got) ! he cries: Ah, why 
Haft thou fOrfaken me ! One nigh 
With vinegar a fpunge fupply'd ; 
Chrift tafted, bow'd his head, and dy'd. 
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HISTORY THE FIRST. 

Tht RtfurreEtion and Afccnjion of Chrift^ 
Collefted from the Four Evangclifts. 

jQOON as the Lord rcfign'd his breath, 

And funk into the arms of death, 
The temple fliook at the event, 
And the rich vail in twain was rent; 
A furious earthquake tore the ground. 
And rock*d the trembling nation round* 
The graves were open'd. Various dead 
Arofe, and o*cr the city fpread. 

Before the evening clos'd the day. 
The aflembled Jews to Pilate pray 
That no dead body may remain 
The fabbath's holy reft to ftain. 
The Roman foldicrs then drew nigh ; 
And that the wretches foon might die, 

Ec 2 Thcv 
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They break tfaeir legs. The Lq&b was dea^ 
Yet with a fpear his blood they flic^ : . 
• {ii| facred fide the javelin'tore, 
Wftence gufli'd forth water mix'd witji fpre^ 

Jofeph, a Jew of wealth and tame^ , : 
Before fun-fet to Pilate camci ' > ;** 

And begg'd the body of the Loa b ; ...j ' .'. 
Whom he belie v'd in, and adored* ' ' 
Pilate confents. The pious chief 
With decent care, and folemn grief, 
In his own tod^b the body laid. 
The tomb was in a garden made, 
Hewn in the rock ; and with a fione 
The door was closed. It was well knowq 
Amongft the Jews, that Chrift had'fiudy 
On the third day he from the d^. ' • 
Should rife triumphant. FdrtUsdufb: *. 
Pilate a band of foldicrs draws 
To guard the tomb : and then they fcal 
The ftonc, that no deceit prevail. 

The 




Chnftjs Hefimrectioii . 



^1* i 



HISTORY of the BIBLE, aiq 
The firll night pafs'd, and all was ftill. 
The fabbath reft the Jews fulfil. 
But ere the.pext bright morning rpfc, 
A dreadful ftorm with fury blows : 
And while the rocks an earthquake readS| 
A mighty angel fwift defcdnds^ 
^is eyes like lightning flafh'd ; and whxto . 
)iis robes as purei^ beams of light, 
Aghaft, confounded, and amaz'd. 
The fhivering foldiers on him gaz'd ; 
While from the tomb the (tone he roll'dj 
And fat upon it, They behold 
The Lord in boufidlcfs glory rife : 
And to the town, in terror flics 
The wild aftonifh'd Roman guard. 
When the chief priefts thefe wonders heard| 
They by a bribe the men perfuade ; 
Who (as the priefts enjoin'd them) faid, 
That while in fleep the foldiers lay, 
thrift's body had been ftorn away 
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By his difciples. To the tomb 
At early dawn, the Mary's * come ; 
With other pipus matrons join'd, 
All bringing fpices* They defign'd 
To embalm the corps ; but found the ftc 
Was roird away ; the guard was gone. 
The facred dead they could not find. 
But foon appeared two men, that (hin'd 
In heavenly youth, and bright array'd : 
Who to the mourning matrons faid : 
Daughters of Sion ! well we know 
The mournful caufe of all your woe ; 
In fad affemblage you appear, 
Tofeek the man that is not here, 
Jefus of Nazareth you admir'd ; 
Who on the crofs fo late expired. 
Not death's cold arms could him det 
He's ris'n ; and now begins his reig 

* Mary Magdalene, and Mary the moth 
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Tell his difciplcs. Peter tell, 
He triumphs o*er the powers of hell ! 
At early dawn this morn he rofe. 
To Galilee he with you goes. . 
The pious matrons, much afraid, 
Scarce knew what the bright angels faid ; 
And from the tomb they trembling fled. 
To the apoftles Mary went : 
From her they learn the flrange event 
Known at the tomb. Surpris'd they hear 
That Chrift's dead body is not there. 
Good Peter runs, with anxious mind, 
And John the hafty journey join'd, 
Peter beheld with wondering eye, 
The linen clothes and napkin lie, 
But faw no more, Mary returns, 
For ftill her heart with anguifh burns, 
And in the grave appeared in fight 
Two fliining angels, rob'd in white. 

Why 
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Why wccpeft thou ! foft was their worcU * 

^ary replies ; I've loft my Lord ! 

Jefus ftood by ; her wX^rds he heard : 

But like the gatdener appeared. 

Mary with anguilh hiih furvey'd, 

O tell me where my Loud is laid ! 

As thus ftie fpake, with weeping cyes^ 

tn his own form the Lord replies, 

Mary.1 The pleadng voice fhe knew. 

And at his feet herfelf fhe threw. 

But e'er (he kifs'd them, Chrift rejoinft^ 

While all his form with glory fliines. 

To touch me, Mary, is not well : 

But go ; and my dear Brethren tell, • - 

That I afcend to the abode 

Of my great Father, and my God ; 

Nor only mine, but yours. With joy 

Mary's fwift feet to &alcm fly : 

Where the fad train in filence ^yait i 

Who bear the joyful fair relate^ 

A Tha 
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That file had feen ihc Lord. That day, 
The other women on the way 
From the cold grave. like favour found ; 
And fp read the wonderous tidings round. 
But all theapoftolic train 
Thought it fomc whimfics of the brain ; 
It not appearing clearly then. 
■ That Chrifl mufh die. and rife again. • 
Before cool evening clos*d the day, 
As two difciples took their way 
To fair Emmaus : on the road 
Appeared to them the Son of God. 
He like ^ traveller appear'd ; 
And join'd in the difcourfe he heard. 
The crucifixion was the theme ; 
Sad was the event, and ftrange to them : ' 
For fuch great works from Chrift were feen , 
Ti'hey thought he had Messiah been. 
And ftranger ftill, that day. they heard 
He to their women had appear'd; 

Vol. IV. Ff T# 
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To this the ftranger foon replies ; 
That from the ancient prophecies 
It muft: appear to every eye, 
That great Messiah was to die. 
Arriving at their journey's end, 
With them the Lord will condefcend 
To take rcfrefhmenti When at meat, 

He blefs'd the bread, and gave to eat. 

In his own form the Lord they view % * 

Who inflant from their fight withdrew. 

Then while their hearts within them burrii^ 

They to Jcrufalem return* 

A glad afiembly there they find : 

Who in their joy and wonder join'A. 

And from their brethren now they heai'di, 

That Chrift to Peter had appcar'd. 

While thefe events frcfli wonder claim, 

Jefus himfelf amongft them came ; 

The doors being ihut* With fhivcriftg Tttif 

Ai firft tlicy fee the LoRp apbear ; 

'8u 
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But he, with looks of tcndercfl: love, 
Proceeds their fcruples to remove ; 
Bids then;! behold his hands and feet : 
And afks them what they h^ve to eat. 
While this they fee the Lord receive, 
With joy and wonder they believe. 

When thus the Saviour dcign'd to app^a;*! 
The apoflile Thomas was nqt there, 
I'll not believe, unlefs, faid he, 
His wounded hands and feet I fee ; 
And thruft my hand into his fide. 
Nor was the bold demand deny'd. 
For eight days after, to the train, 
The Prince of Peace appeared again, 
Xo Thomas then the Lord applies, 
And every doubt he fatisfies. 
My Lord I my God I the good man cries. 

Next by the founding fea-beat ihore, 
"Where the wild winds and billows roar, 

F f 2 Tlie 

/3 
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The Lord appeared. The apoflle train 
All the long night had toil'd in vain. 
No fi(h were taken. Morning rofe ; 
Himfelf the great Redeemer (hews 
On the fea-fide. The net they throw 
By his direftion ; and foon know 
Fr#m their fuccefs, it is the Lord, 
Whom they with love and joy ador*d. 

Upon a lofty mountain's crown 
In Galilee, the Lord came down. 
A large aflembly ♦ faw him there, 
And worfhip with religious fear. 
To Salem then, with boundlefs joys 
The apoflles and difciples rife. 
And as the twelve of food partake, 
Jefus appeared : and thus he fpake : 
No longer, brethren, in your mind 
Let unbelief reception find : 
Nor yet efleem it ftrange, that I 
Was left to fufFcr and to die. 

• It is fuppcfcd, that it was at this time that the 
appeared to five hui^d\td d\k\^\c^ -aX o-tvct* 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. a2i 
But know, 'twas fix'd in heaven's decree, 
That all thefc wonderous things fhould be, 
V^iew fcripture in its proper light, 
And you'll perceive that all was right, 
Thefe great events you mufl proclaim ; 
^md through the nations 'bear my name. 
To all the world my gofpel give ; 
\nd whofoe'er believes (hall live. 
But who rejefts the heavenly news, 
Flim wrath, and double death purfucs. 
The men that (hall receive the fame, 
Baptize them in the triple name 
Df God. Then teach them to obey, 
And follow where I lead the way. 
Be not of wickcdraen afraid; 
But go, depending on my aid. 
Kach fhall, where'er his courfc procecd>, 
^Vork by my name immortal deeds. 
Icll's king (hall tremble on his throne ; 
\nd earth's wide empire be my own. 

In 



222 HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
In the great work with gladnefs join, 
For all the heavens and earth arc mine. 
Yet to the talk forbear to rife 
Till aid be fent you from t"he {kic$. 
Here tarry till that aid 1 fend, 
Or you my prefencc (hall attend. 
Till his long courfe old time fhall end. 
Thus having fpbke, without delay, 
To Bethany they take their way. • 
And the Redeemer, ere he rofe, 
llisblefTingon them all beftows. 
Afcending then in open view. 
Their eager eyes their Lord purfue, 
Till hid behind a cloud. Two men 
In fhining robes appearing then: 
Ye men oF Galilee ! each cries, 
Why (land yc gazing at the fkies 1 
JcCus, ycur maftcr and your friend ; 
Wliom you this moment faw afccnd, 



To 
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To judge the world fliall thus come down. 
Let finners tremble at his frown. 

HISTORY THE SECOND. 

The Dcfcent of the Holy Ghojl, and the Jirjt 
Preaching of the ApoJiUs» 

Ads, ch. ii, 

"T T THEN thus the Lord was feen to rife 

Triumphant to his native fkies, 
Back to Jerufalcm return 
The apoftles, and no longer mourn* 
But in a joint aflembly pray'd, 
Expefting what the Lord hadfaid. 
When foon amongft them Peter rofe, 
And an apoftle then they chofe, 
By his advice, in Judas* room ; 
And waited till the Spirit come. 
In expeftation, fuH ten days, 
At Zion the affembly ftays. 

When 
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\Vhcn, ruQiing like a Tnigb,ty \^ ind, 
An heart-inflaming power they find. 
And cloven tongues, like fiery flame, 
O'er all their heads dirc£tly came. 
Now great ideas fill each foul, 
And floods of joy upon them roll ; 
Light, love, and truth all glorious rife. 
The work of God before them lies: 
And every fpirit overflows 
With ardor, more than nature knows. 
The joyful train, without delay, 
Begin the bufmefs of the day : 
The glorious gofpel now proclaim, 
And boldly preach in Jefus* name. 
Not to their native tongue confin'd, 
But infl:antj on their opening mind, 
All learning rofe. And in their turn 
The heavenly truth all ftrangers learn 
In their own tongue, correft and free, 
Whatc'cr their land, or language be. 

The 
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"The city ftood amaz*d to fee 
^The fin\p}e fwains of Galilee, 
(Wl^eip her proud head po f(c:Ience rcar'd) 
In every learned language heard. 
Vaft crowds about the apoilles prefs'd. 
And fome made all thefe things their jell« 
P^er, confpi<!uous in the throng, 
^^ake boldly in his native tongue : 
Ajldrefs'd his c^ountryinen the Jews, 
And with fuch evidence purfues 
His noble theme, their guilt they fee ; 
Apdirom denounced vengeance flee. 
Three thoufand then the train baptize. 
And great andlafting were their joys. 
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HISTORY THE THIRD. 

The lame Man rejtcrtd.in the TempU: And ike 
ApoJiUs twite imprtfoned, and rcUafcd. 

AElSi ch.>iii. iv« v« 

TVTOW at the appointed hour of prayer, 

Peter and John with joy repair 
To join the temple worfhip. There 
An hclplcfs cripple begging lies. 
On him good Peter fix'd his eyes. 
The cripple begs : The faint replies, 
Silver and gold I've none to give : 
Such ds I have thou (halt receive. 
Jefus of Nazareth, is a name 
Which we to all the world proclaim* 
And in this mighty name, I fay, 
'Rife on thy feet, and go thy way* 
Immediate rifing at the \\50rd, 
He walk'd, and leap*d, and prais'd the Lord : 
2 And 
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And then into the temple went, 
Rejoicing in the great event. 
The crowd this dccdf with wonder view ;. 
The helplefs cripple welt they knew : 
And to the facred porch they ran^ 
Where ftood the apoftles and the man. 
Then Peter, in his Mailer's caufe, 
The whole attention quickly draws : 
And (hews, that by his mighty name 
The man was found, who late was lame. 
The priefls and mrer» heard the news ; 
And full of malice came the Jews.. 
The prifon muft the faints contain^ 
But Peter had not preacli'd in vain ; 
Five thQufand fouls received the word, 
With joy believ'd, and own*d the Lord.. 
Before the counfel flood next day . 
The two apofllcs. Boldly they 

G g 5L Declare 
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Declare from Jcfua' miglity name 

The wonderous power of healing came : 

And him the Saviour they proclaim. 

The pricfb and doftorsof the law 

Thefe two plain men with wonder faw,. 

And recollefted they had been 

With the Redeemer often feen.. 

The miracle, fo lately wrought, 

Was worthy of regard, they thought :. 

And that it might no further fpread, 

'Twas bed, the whole affembly faid,. 

Left all the wondering town Should know,. 

To threaten them, and let them go. 

Before them the apofllcs {land, 

And fearlcfe hear the ftern command 

Which from the great fanhedrim came,. 

To preach no more in Jcfus* name. 

Being thus difmifs'd, with ardent mind 

They foon their own companions join'd : 

Ti 
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To heaven their prstyers Jind pridfes rife : 
And thence receiving frcfh fupplies, 
While with vad j^yi their. fpiritsflam^, 
The glorious gofpel they proclaim. 

Then to the temple boldly goes 
The apoflle train,. and wonders (hews: 
The adonifh'd nation crowds around ; 
The fick and the difeafed found ^ 
Immediate cures,. The devils roar. 
And dare attempt their prey no more. 
With vengeful fpirits all on fi^me, 
Then the high pried and rulers came : . 
And, their proceedings to prevent, . 
The apoftlcs are to prifon fcnt; 
Not long in durance they remain ; 
But in the temple Hand again, . 
By heavenly, power releas^. . Next day • 
The Jews a counfel call'd^ and they 
Send for the prifoners*. In amaze 
The whole adembled eounfel gaze* 



The 
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The prifon faft was (hut ; they hear, 

When open'd, not a foul was there. 

While riiefe events their wonder claim,. 

A perfon from the temple came : 

The men ye yeftcrday detain *d, 

Now in'the temple preaching ftand,. 

In hafte he cry'd. The counfel fend,. 

And civil afk them' to 'attend* 

For they a tumult fear *d.v They caa^e. 

Did not we charge you in this-nanie 

No more to preach T the high* prieft cries :: 

But through the town your doftriiic flics ; 

And fain would bring upon our head 

Your Matter's blood, fo lately fhcd. 

To this the apoftles jointly fay, 

That God's commands they muft obey 5. 

Andwould to lateft time maintain, 

That Jefus was- unjuftly (liin. - 

The elders foam with rage, and cry,. 

The prisoners all defcrve'to dic^ 

TficiV 
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r furious fpirits to compofc, 
;r'd by all, Gamaliel rofe, 
1 learning and with wifdom crown'i^ 
for his courifels high rcnown'd : 
apofllcs taken from the bar, 
; his advice the elders hear : 
len of Ifrael ! I advifc 
to be wary, and be wific: 
let your wifdom now be (hewn, 
:tting all thefe men alone. 
.11 impoflure and deceit 
•e to fmk with its own weight, 
ed Theudas, where. is he! 
Judas bold of Galilee ! 
one of thefe fhall Jefus be, 
leccivcr. But if true, 
aufe will ne'er be crufti'd by you, 
in man's pride with folly joins 
ufh Jehovah's great defigns. 

Thon^ 
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Though all the ppwer^ on earth unite. 
In vain with Ifr^^ePs Goo they Bghi. 
^ Vafl jhouts of honpur and applaufe 
The fpeech of ^e^t Ganialiel diaws. 
The profccution ^l^ey givC'O'er, 

i 

And charge th^ i^en tp-prapach no xnQre? 
Then let them go. The apoftles came, 
^Jkejoicing that they f^cr {hame 
For Jcfus*f?|kc. Nor^ar'd they Q^ljht^ 
'But daily in the ^temple Mu^ght. 

Pi !■ I ■ ■! II ■■■! ■■ ■ _ * —. » ,, m il » 

HISTORY THs FOURTH, 

Ananias and S^pphira* 

ABSf ch. V. 

'T'HOJE .whp}^>elievfdin Jefus* t\^xnCf 
Felt l>ipavenly love fo brightly ^jMie^ 
That full of ^ce, and growing joysi 
^AM;vWprldly riches they defpifet 

' \ Nor 
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^or was there pae amQngft the train^ 
That need of poverty complain : 
For thofe who earthly good pofiefs^d, 
Diftributed amongd the reft. 
Whoe'er did large poffeflions hold, 
With qpen heart their land they fold : 
'Great were the fuiins which hence arife. 
And in the apoftles power it licy^ 
Amongft the brethren to divide, 
That all the poor might be fupply*d# 
One Ananias fold his land. 
And gave into the apoftles hand 
Part of the price : But part would bv9f 
Pretending that the whole he gave« 
To Peter this deceit was known s 
The man his wickednefs was ftiewn 5 
And told, it was to Goo he ly'd: 
When inftant he fell down, and dy*d« 
His wife was abfent. When (he cazne^ 
She ftill perfiftcd in the fame ; 
Vol. IV. Hh Her 
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Iicr fiufoand's death unknown. She dies; 
Ano joins in death, whojoin'd in lies. 
Her guilty lord. The rumour fpread,' 
/. .J fiird the fdints vrith holy dread. 



^'ho 
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Tk^ Death cf Stephen. 
AclSf ch. vi. vii. 

TD UT when the church grew wide and laig^^ 

The apoft^es with the weighty charge 
Were weary *d : and fcven deacons chofe, 
And in his province each hedows. 
Stephen amongft the fcven was known, 
And every virtue was his own : ■ 

Full of the Spirit, faith, and love. 
His noble conduft aU approve : 
His honefl: heart was all on flame, 
He wonders wrought in Jcfus- name :' 

Difputc^^ 
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)ifputcd with the gofpel'a foes, 
Ind oft confounds whoe'er oppofe. 
Ills rouz*d the vengcanjic of the train, 
Vho had withftood the truth in vain, 
•"alfe witnefs they procure ; and he 
ly them is charg'd with blafphemy, 
iefore the council foon he (lands ; 
Vnd haughty the high pried demands 
To know the truth, Stephen replies, 
Vith heavenly brightnefs in his eyes, 
i.nd like an angel fpake. To trace 
The condu6t of the chofen race, 
Vt faithful Abraham he begins, 
^nd gives a lift of Ifrael's (ins : 
Their wickednefs he will maintain, 
^nd (hews they have the prophets llain ; 
\.nd, to augment the horrid guilt 
3f all the blood their fathers fpilt^ 
The Son of God, with horrid pride 
The prefcnt Jews had crucify'd, 

H h a Thi3 
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This juft reproof with wrath they hear. 

Some gnafh their teeth, and others fneer^ 

When looking up, the good man cries : 

I fee my Saviour in the fkies ! 

He lives ! he reigns ! Each Jew appears 

To foam with rage. They flop their cars : 

Upon him run with one accord ; 

And, while he caird upon the Lord 

Not to avenge his guiltlefs death, 

They with huge ftones beat out his breath. 

HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

Philip preaches at Samaria^ and converts ^c 
Ethiopian eunuch* 

ABSf ch. viii. 

T^f OW Philip to Samaria goes, 

And gofpel truth fublimely flows. 
Warm from his heart, the country rounc^ 
And with fucccfs his words were crow»'d. 

FroAB^ » 
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Frotn Ethiopia's fun-burnt foil, 
Where through vaft regions runs the Nile, 
An eunuch chief, of wealth and fame, 
To worlhip in the temple came. 
Returning joyful home, the fage 
Perus'd the deep prophetic page : 
Of Jefus read, as on he went, 
But doubted whom the prophet meant. 
Philip approached, by heaven's commandj^ 
And gave the chief tb underftand, 
That at Jerufalem had been 
The great Messiah lately feen; 
Whom the old prophets all proclaim : 
Jefus of Nazareth was his name : 
The Son of God, the heir of heaven. 
Who was for man's falvation given* 
The eunuch prince with joy received 
The heavenly word ; in Chrift believ'd ; 
Was then baptiz'd without delay, 
And went rejoicing on his way. 

jHISTORV 
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HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

Tkt Gofpd preaclud to tHe GtntiUs* 

Aclsy ch. X, xi, 

A T fair Cefarea dwelt in fame 

A man that own'd the Roman name, 
Cornelius call'd : whom nature*s laws 
Had led to the Supreme Fir ft Caufe : 
To the true God he daily pray'd, 
And liv'd depending on his aid. 
One evening flafh'd before his fight 
A glorious blaze of heavenly light ^ 
An angel form he faw appear, 
Who told him, if the truth he*d hear, 
To fend to Joppa's fca-beat fhore. 
And there good Peter's aid implore : 
At the fea-fide the faint remained; 
Simon, a tanner, own*d the land. 

With 
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^Vith joyful heart Cornelius fent ; 
And anxious waits the great event. 

When near the town the fcrvants draw, 
Peter a wonderous vifion faw ; 
Which gave the faint to underftand, 
That he mufl go at God's command ; 
And the rich gofpePs truths explain 
To men the Jews might think unclean. 
The men arrive ; their bufmefs fhcw ; * 

Peter refolves with them to go. 
And at Cornelius, houfe attends 
A band of relatives and friends. 
Peter with plainnefs preach'd the Lord ; 
They all received the heavenly word : 
For while they hear the joyful found,' 
The Holy Spirit's power they found 
Warm every heart. To Goo they raife 
Immortal fongs of love and praife. 
As Peter will not God withftand. 
He all baptizes out of hand« 
/ Earneft 
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Earned rcqucft to him they made, 
And fomc few days he with them ftay'd* 

At Salem the apoftles learn'd, 
i*cter had to the Gentiles turn'd, 
And prcach'd the gofpcl. Him ihcy blame : 
Then to defend himfelf he came. 
And when the cUfe was clearly known, 
The mighty power of God they own : 
To him with joy their fongs they raife : 
How wife and good are all his ways ! 

HISTORYthe EIGHTH. 

The Perfecution of the Church by thtjemjh Priejls 
and Elders y and by Herod Agrippa. 

Acis, ch. xii. 

"T X THEN holy Stephen was no^ore, 

Th^ Jews, with growing rancour, it>ar 
Againft the truth. The elders join'd 
With Saul of Tarfus, one whofc miad 

Was 
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"Was full of envy, aftivc, flirewd, 
The Chriftians he with rage purfu*d i 
The name of Jefus he difdain'd, 
And chas*d hi« followers from the land. 
Thefe, forc'd to leave their native home, 
Abroad in diflant nation^ roam, 
And preach the gofpel where they come. 

But Herod, • grown a mighty king 
By Roman power, feeking to bring 
Himfelf in favour with the Jews, 
The Chriftian name with rage purfues.. 
James, the apoftle of the LoRb, 
Who lov'd his name, and preach*d his word^ 
He put to death. The Jews he plcas'd ; 
And to oblige them Peter feizM. 
In prifon he the good man caft, 
Defigning, when the feaft + was paft,. 

Vol. IV. li: To^ 

* Herod Agrippa, grandfon to Herod the Great; who- 
Raving obtained the favour of the Emperor ClaudiuSj hm 
pvf him the kingdoms of Judea and Chads, 

+ The paflbvci*,. / 
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To bring him torth, and let him die^ 
Peter in favour ftood fo high 
Amongfl: the Chriftiansj. that his namcr 
Vaft multitudes with joy^ proclaim : . . . 
Immortal deeds* his honour fp read, . 
Who rais'd Tabitha- from the- dead : . . 
And, while he in the prifon lay, 
The church prefented, night and day, , 
Before the Lor.d her fervent - prayer, 
That God would his »apo file fpare.- 

Now night i^i <iaFknefs held her throne : : 
The tyrant's bafe deligiiv was known, . 
Between two foldiers Peter lay ; 
Senteno'd to death the following ddy*. 
But from the fkies an angel falls. 
And fhines within the prilbn walls : 
With his foft touch the faint awoke ; 
He fmird around, and thus he fpoke : : 
Peter, arife! he hears the call,. 
And from his limbs th& fetters fall.'- 
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'Put on thy cloaths, and follow me ! 
The faint obeys ; .but fcarccly he 
iKnew what he did, or where he goes; 
'The whole fo like- a vifion fhcws, 
Thd double guard unfeen they pad ; 
•The iron gate, ftrong, heavy, vaft, 
VUntouch'd flies open. Inftant they 
•■Thro* the dark ftreet purfu'd their way, 
"While the whole town in filence lay. 
vThe angel now no longer flays : 
The apoftle (lands in glad amaze; 
But recbile£led, will appear - 
At Mary's houfe. The bi^hren there, 
All night afTemblcd, fcek the fkies : 
Near to each heart good Peter lies. 
The apoflle Jcnocks : his voice they Hear 2 
To let him in at firft they fear ; 
At length take courage. He declares, 
That God, in anfwer to their prayers, 

Ii2 Hath 
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Hath by his angel fet him free. 

Adonifh'd they the good man fee ; 

While joy in every bofom flows. 

Good Peter out of danger go^s. 

When morning fhone, the waking guard 

In vad amazement wildly ftar'd. 
The prifoner loft, they could not guefk 
The means by which he 'fcap'd. No lefs 
The gloomy tyrant rag'd, to find 
The man fet free, whom he aflign'd 
To inftant deaths The country round 
Was fearch'd, but Peter was not found* 
Then froia the throne the orders fly, 
Which doom the guiltlcfs guard to dic« 

To fair Cmrea quickly then 
The/king remov'd his court. The men 
Of Tyre and Sidon to him fend. 
And make his chamberiain their friend. 
To fue for pe?xe. When on his tlironc, 
in royal robes, the monarch fhone: 

An 
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And in fo eloquent 4 ftrain 
From thence ^ddrefs'd the liilening train 3 
Before his feat they proftrate lie ; 
It is the voice of God ! they cry. 
The haughty -king accepts the praife : 
But heavenly vengeance, rifmg, lays 
The boaller low-. And for his pzide, 

Smitten with dire diiGnie, he dy'd. , 

, . -I — , ■ ■ ' 

HISTORY tHE NINTH. 

The Convcrfion of the great ApoJtU PavL His 

extenjivt Labours and uncommon Sufftring^^ 

And the Sprtadi^gof the Cofpd through v^rio^s 

'^JCingdonis by h\s Hiniftry^ and thai oftht other 

- Jlpi^ks. 

... AQs]^ ch. ix. & xUu to the End. 

"T It THEN Stephen tp lii« death "was kd* 

And in the f aufe of Jefus l)^d ; 

A young man, who from Tarfus came, "j 

Strove to blow up the raging flame > 

Of perfecution. Saul his name, J 
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A pupil of Gamaliel. He^ 
^FuU of blind fury, would not fee 
His maftcr's moderation right : 
But drove incefTant day and night, 
^Chrifl's church, jufl rifmg, to confound.; 
And {hake the fabric to the ground. 
"Whoe'er belie v'd in Jefus' name. 
The fubje£b of his hate^became : 
And more than all the x:ruel Jews, 
He them with. ccafeleCs rage purfues. 

Nor in Jerufalem alone. 
His rage again fl the church was fhewiu 
To diftant realms his fury flies: 
And who believes in Jefus dies. 
Trom the .high-prieftxommiflion gain'd^ 
He goes, .with hatred unrellrain'd, 
To fair Damafcus, high in fame, 
And blood and {laughter were his aim* 
The city fcarce appeared in fight, 
Before a fudden blaze x)f light^ 

• By 
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By far more powerful than the fun,. 
Around the impious party fhone. . 
The beamy, blaze fuFpriz*d them all, . 
And proftrate to the ground they falU. 
Then to the chief the Saviour fpake,. 
Reveal'd himfelf i and bidhim make- 
Now^ for Damafcus, and remain 
Till he fhould further knowledge gain* 
Of heaven's- hi g]j- will. This ISaul obeys*. 
But by the brig^it furroundhag blaze,. 
Had loft his fight. Three days he, lay. 
Overwhelmed with terror and difmay«' 
Now plainly faw his former guilt :- 
And trembled at the blood he fpilt.. 
Till God, propitious to his prayers,- 
Sends to relieve his anxious cares,.. 
Good Ananias : and his ftgbt' 
Mc now receives. Vaft floods o%UgHt;. 
And joy and glory on him roll ; 
©ifpel the darknefs of. his. foul;. 

2 • An* 
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And make him forward t6 proclaim 
Salvation thro* a Saviour's name. 
Now, with furpaffing zeal and cafe, 
And vigilance, he would not fparc 
Thro* various diftant lands to bear 
The glorious gofpel'^ joyful found : 
And man's w^ak reafonings to conAmnd. 
Jirft at Damafcus he was heArd, 
Arabia heavenly truth revei 'd 
Warm from his heart. And then appear'd 
At Salem*^ ^"i^ty towctS, the chief, 
Who late had fill'd the church with gtief.. 
Him with furprize the apoftles view, 
Nor can they think his heart is true^ 
But he reveals the heavenly call, 
And in the work exceeds them all.. 

By heaven's dircftion beijg join'dl 
By Barnabas: with ardent mind, 
The brother faints the gofpel give,. 
And various nations hear and live. 
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Oppos'd on Cyprus* verdant (horc, 

Bar-Jefus faw the light no more. 

A man, who had been always lame, 

Full in their view at Lyftra came. 

He walks, when Paul had bid him rife. 

The gods are come ! the city cries, 

The priefts prepare the facrificei 

But foon on different views proceed, 

And doom the holy men to bleed. 

Great Paul being fton*d, he dead appears, 

The Chriflians flied vaft floods of tears ; 

And crowd around him. He arofe. 

And the next day to Derbc goes. 
At Antioch various Chriftian Jews, 

The Gentile converts much accufe. 

Since circumcifion they refufe. 
.. Then to Jerufalem * they go, 

The Apoflles' will, in this, to know. 

Vol. IV. Kk And 

♦ Paul and Barnabas went to Jerufalem on this occafion, 
mad brought the deterzuixution back to Antioch. 
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And by the afTenibly 'twas decreed,. 
That of this rite there was no need. 

Now with great Paul good Silas goes,. 
And Philippi the gofpel knows. 
A damfel, whom a fiend, poffefs'd, 
Had much her mafter's wealth increased. 
By divination. I^aul's command- 
The power infernal can't withftand.. 
The dsemori flees* She leaves the trade^ , 
The m^fter then an uproar made. 
The faints in prifon arc detained. 
At night an earthquake ihakes the land. 
The fetters burft, and open fly -v 

The prifon doors.. The goalers cry ; \, 

The good men heard.; and pacify Jv 

The raging chief: who thence believes, 
And foon baptifmal rites receives. 
"When, by the magiflratcs command,. 
Good Paul and Silas leaiw; the land. 



je 
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Yhc holy men depart in peace, 

And carry on the work thro* Greece* 

At length great Paul to Athens * came, 

Renown'd for learning's mighty name 

All o'er the world ; and gofpel brought 

To where great Plato late had taught. 

The unity of heaven's Supreme, 

And the Redeemer's mighty name, 

The apoftle boldly would maintain, 

Amongft the philofophic train. 

To Corinth then good Paul proceeds, 

But from the Jews diflention breeds* 

To Gallic they the faints accufe. 

Cut he to hear them will rcfufc : 

DetcrminM, he the Chriftians fpares. 

And for the tumult nothing cares. 

At 

♦ Tlie bcft account of thcfe parts, as well as the world in 
general, may be feen in Mr. Moorc*s Collection of Voyages 
and Travels, now publilhing in weekly numbers, adorned 
with fine copper- plates, and comprehending all the late 
difcoverics in the South Seas. 
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At Ephcfus then Paul appear*d, 
Where flood Diana's temple, rear'd 
On mighty columns. Jefus* name 
The great apoflle would proclaim. 
The pricfls and craftfmen, much afraid, 
That they from hence fhould lofe their trade ,. 
Incenfe the townfmen ; foon they rife, 
And fhout Diana to the (kics. 
Now to Jerufalem aflign'd, 
The pious chief with ardent mind, 
Goes thro' the churches : takes his leave,- 
And deigns his laft advice to give. 
When to the guihy town he came, 
The wicked Jews were all on flame. 
Soon was he from the temple torn, 
And, by their fury overborne, 
Had been deftroy'd: but was that hour 
Protcftcd by the Roman Power. 
The Jews, with unabating rage, 
In joint confpiracy engage 

1 - Tq 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 253 

To give him death. This to prevent, 

To fair Ccfarca he is fent; 

But the high pried and Jews appear, 

And furioufly accufe him there. 

Paul before Felix pleads his caufe, \ 

And makes him tremble. Then the Tews, ^ 

To Fortius Feflus, Paul accufe; ^ 

When to Jcrufalem he came : 

And fudden vengeance was their aim. 

Send for him here, they jointly fay, 'v 

(Thinking to kill him on the way) > 

The chief declares, that Paul fhall ftay. ^ 

Soon to Cefarea Feftus came, 

And there the Jews with vengeful aim 

Accufe the faint. Ta *fcapc their hands, 

Of Caefar audience he demands. 

Agrippa * to Cefarea came, 
Appriz*d of the apoflle's fame, 

Her 

* King Agrippa wa« fon to Herod Agrippa, who putthr 
apofile Jamcf to death. 
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He afks to Kear him. Then his caufe 
The great apoftle pleads j and draws 
Such favour from the afTe&cd throne, 
The liflening king himfelf muft own 
Almofl a Chriftian. Soon to Rome 
They fee the lov'd apoflle come, 
O'er wintry feas. And in the way 
Shipwrecked on Malta's ifle he lay. 
Two years, at Rome he fprcad around 
The glorious gofpel's joyful found : 
Thefe powerful truths he would maintain 
In horrid Nero's bloody reign ; 
Till by the tyrant's rage and pride, ♦ 
The great apoflle nobly dy'd. 

In the mean time the Chriftian, name 
To earth's rcmotcft regions came. 
The apoftles bore the joyful found 
With zeal the rugged globe around : 
The world with heavenly truth fupply*dj 
And in their Mailer's caufe they dy'd. 

♦ Moft of St» Paul's cpifllcs were written ^loni Rome. 
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HISTORY THE TENTPI. 

7!7ie Banijkment of the Apojile John to the IJlandC 
of Patmos, wJicre he receives his Revelation • 

Ren. ch. i, 

"T T THEN fierce Domitian held the fway, 

And Rome's great men his laws obey,. 
Againfl the Chriftlan caufc and name 
His cdi6l full of fury came ; 
And by his cruel rage and pride 
Vafl numbers of the Chriflians dy'd.. 
By his command, in banifhmcnt 
The lov*d apodle John was fent 
To Patmos* iile. Favour'd by heaven, 
To him, in vifion, here was given 
A view of things to come. He knows 
The end of all the church's foes ; 
Sees AntichriO: both rife and fall, 
And fire and darknefs fwallpw all : 

Whib. 
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While angels through the (kies proclaim 
The glorious viftorics of the Lamb* 

Before this great apoftle dy'd, 
The wicked city was dcflroy'd, 
Where Jefus Chrifl was crucify *d. 
By pride and flubbornnefs impcird, 
Again ft the Romans they rebel I'd : 
Then valiant Titus took the field. 
The falthlcfs city would not yield, 
Till drench'd in flaughter, blood, and fire, 
By myriads her falfc fons expire : 
The temple burns ; and on her walls 
Thejufi: denounced vengeance falls: 
Pier ftreams run blood ; and all behold 
The miferies which the Lord foretold. 
And fhe (now vile in heathen eyes) 
An awful heap of ruins lies ; 
While her falfc fons, by vengeance hurl'd, 
J^ikc chaff are fcatter'd o'er the world, 

FINIS. 
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■■pHE Publlflicr is exceedingly forry that he has not bccil able 
procure the names of near one-third of the fubfcribcn to t 
HISTORY of the HOLY BIBLE in Verfe, notwithftmcGiig 
ifTiicd a printed notice for the fame, and delayed the publiciti 
a >vcck, that no perfon might complain for want of T&ie. 

Thofe, therefore, who cannot find their names in this 'lift, m 
undoubtedly excufe the omilTion; and fuchasmaydeteftwfo 
fuelling, will alfo pardon the error, fmce the publifher has liter 
ly tranfcrlbed each name from the writing as ddivercdin by t 
rer;.^c£>ivc bookfcllcrs, ncwfmen, &r. 
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